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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Presuming that it would be highly gratifying to max 
present day, to be made acquainted with the views of oi 
on the subject of Revivals of Religion, the followin 
from ^^the learned and judicious Mr. Prince,^^ is now 
and submitted to the Christian Public, with the hope, th 
be attended with the blessing of Almighty God, and con 
the promotioQ of ^^pure and undefikd religioo.** 
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T is, I hope, for the glory of God and the public gpood, 
that i have drawn up the following Narrative of the late 
Revival of Religion here, according to the best of my 
remembrance. 

And that the grace and power of God may appear the 
^more illustrious, it seems fit to give a brief and previous 
history of the general state of religion here, even from 
my returning hither in 1717, after above eight years 
travelling abroad, to the time of this revival at the end of 
1740- 

On my said return, there were five Congregational 
churches settled with pastors in this town; though now 
.they are increased to five more. The pastors were Dr. 
Increase and Cotton Mather of the North ChQrc|i; Mr. 
Wadsworth, with Mr. Foxcroft, chosen his colleague of 
the Old Church; Mr. Colman and Cooper of the Church 
in Brattle-street; Mr. Sewall of the South Church; and 
Mr. Webb of the New North All most happily agreeing 
in the doctrines of grace, as laid down in the shorter and 
larger Catechisms and Confession of Faith, drawn out of 
^Scripture by the venerable Assembly of Divines at West- 
minister, as well as the Confession of Faith agreed to by 
our New-England Synods, and almost the same with the 
other. And this town and country were in great tran- 
quillity both civil and religious. But though there were 



m^ny" blight examples of piety in every seat ai 
yet there was a general complaiDt amon^ the { 
elderly persons, of the great decay of godline 
lives and conversations of people both in the t 
land, from what they had^een in the days of their*- ^ 
There was scarce a prayer made in public by th^ '^ 
ministers without some heavy lamentation of thS.^^ 
in their sermons also they frequently mournec^y 
the younger ministers commonly followed their exi 
therein. 

Soon after my arrival I was called to preach t 
South Church: and in 17 J 8, ordained their co-pastoi 
my dear class-mate the Rev. Mr. Sewall, who had 
ordained to that oflSce about five years before. 
I In the spring of 1721, the eight ministers who c{ 
on the public Lecture, taking into consideration tl 
mentable defect of piety among our young people, a 
to preach a Course of Sermons at the Lecture to 
The audiences were considerably crowded: and whi 
word of God was loudly sounding, he lifted up his 
rod, by sending the small-pox into the town, which b<^'" 
to spread to our general consternation: scarce a quar 
of the people being thought to have had it; and none 
the numerous youth under eighteen years of age; it bei 
so many years since that fatal pestilence had prevail 
among us. The sermons were quickly printed, with s 
other added by the venerable Dr. Increase Mather, i 
further benefit. Many of the younger people especia 
were then greatly awakened: and many hundreds of th< 
quickly after swept into eternity. 

In the spring of 1722, the distemper left us: but so 1 
tie reformed were the surviving youth, that at the end 
the summer, the pastors agreed to move their church 
to keep in each successively "a day of prayer and fastir 
to ask of God the effusion of his Holy Spirit, particular 
on the rising generation." And the churches readily i, 
l.ceived the motion. 

But though a solemnity appeared on many, yet 
pleased the holy God to humble us and sparingly to gi\ 
the blessing. 
r And though in the spring of 1726, in an awakenir 
view of the deplorable decay of family religion, as 
principal source of all other decays, the pastors went ini 
a course of Public Lectures on that important subject; y< 






t_i$ey*4iacl the further sorrow to see those Lectures too 
/thinly attended to expect much benefit from them.* 
l^> But after all our endeavors, both our security and de- 
Keneracy seemed in general to grow, until the'uight after 
the Lord^s Day, October 29, 1727; when the glorious 
JGod arose and fearfully shook the earth through ail these 
uotries. By terrible things in righteousness He began 
ta answer us, as the God of our salvation. 

On the next morning a very full assembly met at the 
North Church, for the proper exercises on so extraor- 
dinary an occasion. At five in the evening a crowded 
concourse assembled at the Old Church: and multitudes 
unable to get in, immediately flowed to the South, and in 
a few minutes filled that also. At lieutenant-governor 
iDnmrner's motion, (who was then our Commander-in- 
Chief,^ the Thursday of the same week was kept as a 
'Aij 91 extraordinary fasting and prayer in all the churches 
' Boston; not merely to intreat for sparing mercy, but 
abo to implore the grace and Spirit of God to come down 
md help us to a sincere repentance and returning to him. 
4i|id as the houses of public worship were greatly crowd- 
} id, the people were very attentive, 
i The ministers endeavored to set in with this extraordi- 
:)nEry and awakening work of God in nature, and to preach 
i his word in the most awakening manner; to show the 
r* people the vast difference between conviction and con- 
i; version, between a forced reformation either in acts of 
,' Wety, justice, charity, or sobriety, by the mere power of 
fear, and a genuine change of the very frame and relish of 
. the heart by the supernatural efficacy of the Holy Spirit; 
. to lead them on to true conversion and unfeigned faith in- 
] Christ, and to guard them against deceiving themselves. 

In ail our congregations, many seemed to be awakened 
^ ^d reformed; and professing repentance of their sins 

•The seveinil subjects were ihese; — Dr. C. Mather, Job viii, 6, on" 

IkKisehould piety in genei-Al. Mr. Coimun, *Z Sam. vi» 20, on familr 

; worship. Mr. I'hacher, Gen. xviii, IP, on family instruction. Mr.- 

:. Sewall, 1 Saro iii, 13, on family government. Mr. Prince, Lev. xxiii, 

i 8. en family sabbatizmg. Mr. \\ ebb, Psalm ci,2, on family example. 

I Mr. Cooper, £zekiel wi, ^i^O, on improvint- the covenant relating tO' 

I •hildren. Mr. Foxeroft, Col. iii, 18, 19> on conjugal duties. Mr. 

' Checklej, Col. iii, ^0, ^'^ — i24, on the duties of chihiren aod servants.- 

Mr. Waldron, Prov. xiv, 11, the character and doom of wicked' 

louses. Mr. Cee, £ecl. vii, U, family Providenceti especially afli«. 

tire.tmproTt^. 

1* 



and faith in Chcist, entered into solemn covenaik ^ p 
God, and came into full communion with our ^er/ 
churches. In ours, within eight months ai\er, were aJt 
eighty added to our communicants. But then comp; 
tively few of these applied to me to discour^^e ahout tl 
souls until they came to offer themselves to the Comn: 
ion, or afterwards: the most of those who came to 
seemed to have passed through their convictions bei 
their coming to converse with me about approaching 
the Lord's Table: though i doubt not but considers 
numbers were at that time savingly converted. 

However the goodness of many seemed as the mon 
cloud and early dew which quickly passes away. A 8 
itual slumber seemed soon to seize the generality; e 
the wise as well as foolish virgins. And though in V 
the small pox came into town and prevailed again; yc 
a few months left us, both unawakened, ungrateful, 
reformed. The Holy Spirit awfully withheld his h 
ence in convincing and converting sinners, and enlivei 
others. In three or four years we rather grew i 
greater declension than ever: and so alarmed were 
pastors of the town with the dismal view, that in the s 
mer of 1734, they agreed to propose another Cours-^^ 
Days of Prayer and Fasting among our several congrQg^, 
tions: '^To humble ourselves before God for our unfi»|,j 
fulness imder the means of grace, and to ask the effusi^ 
of his Spirit to revive the power of godliness among us; 
vhlch our people readily complied with and observed. I 

And though the sovereign God was pleased to give m 
now and then a sprinkling, for which His name be praise^ 
yet the parching drought continued, and He made us wait 
Ibr a larger effusion. j 

In this year the terrible throat-distemper broke oij 
and spread among the youth in the easterly parts of thii 
country, and destroyed multitudes. In some towns it cnl 
off almost all the children. The next year it came iatfl 
Boston, and began to destroy and strike us with a general 
awe: but gently treated us, and the next year left us; t^ 
melt our hearts into. a grateful repentance. And yet wi 
generally seemed to grow more stupid and hard than evec 

About this time indeed, viz. 1736, there was a mo* 
remarkable revival of religion in the westerly parts o 
the country: not only at Northampton, but also in aboiiv 
twelve other congregations in the county of Hampshire| 



I in about fourteen others in the neighboring' colony of 
anecticut. And the solemn rumor of that surprising 
rk of God resounding through the country, was a 
cial. means of exciting great thoughtfulness of heart 
many irreligious people; and great joy in others, both 
he view of what the 'mighty power and grace of God 
1 wrought, and in the hopeful prospect that this biess- 
work begun would go on and spread throughout the 

d. And as this excited the extraordinary prayers of 
ny, so it seemed to prepare the way in divers places 

that more extensive revival of ;^ligion which in five 
irs after followed. But, in the mean while, the general 
:ay of piety seemed to increase among us in Boston, 
d for the congregation I preach to; though for several 
irs some few offered themselves to our Communion, 
: but few came to me in concern about their souls be- 

e. And so I perceive it was in others: and I remember 
Qe of the ministers were wont to express themselves 
greatly discouraged with the growing declension both 
principle and practice, especially among the rising 
leration. From the year 1738, we had received ac- 
ints of the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, as a very pious young 
lister of the Church of England, rising up in the spirit 
the Reformers, and preaching their doctrines first in 
gland and then in America, with surprising power and 
;cess: which raised desires in great numbers among us- 
see and hear him. And having received invitations to 
ue hither; he, from Georgia and South-Carolina, ar- 
ed at Rhode-Island, on Lord's Day, Sept. 14, 1740, and 
J Thursday evening after came to Boston. 
N^extday, in the afternoon, Dr. Sewall and I made him 
isit: found several ministers and other gentlemen of 
J town with him, and that Dr. Colmao and Mr. Cooper 
i engaged him to preach in the afternoon in their House 
public worship: and in about an hour we went to 
J place, which quickly crowded with two or three 
msand people. He began with a short and fervent 
lyer: and after singing, took his text from John x^i^ 

Gave us a plain, weighty, regular discourse : repre- 
iting that all our learning and morality will never save 

and without an experimental knowledge of God ia 
rist, we must perish in hell for ever. He spake as 
:ame the oracles of God in demonstration of the Spirit 
1 of power. And especially when he came to his ap-' 
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jiublic and moving manner observed to the people, ho# 
sorry be was to hear that the religious assemblies, espe- 
pecially on lectures, had been so tbin, exhorted them 
earnestly to a more general attendance on our public 
ministrations for the time to come, and told them hov^ 
glad he should be to bear of the same. 

Multitudes were greatly affected and many awakened 
with his lively ministry. Though he preached every 
day, the houses were exceedingly crowded: but when he 
preached in the common, a vaster number attended: and 
almost every evening the house where he lodged was 
thronged, to hear his prayers and counsels. 

Upon invitation he also preached in several neighbor- 
ing towns; travelled and preached as far as York, above 
sevently miles northeast of Boston; returned hither; gave 
us his farewell affectionate sermon. Lord's Day evening, 
October 12. Next morning left us; travelled westward 
to Northampton; thence through Connecticut, New York 
and New Jersey, to Philadelphia, and thence sailed to 
South Carolina. And as far asl could then see or learn^ 
he parted in the general esteem and love both of minis- 
ters and people: and this seemed to continue until the 
Journal of his Travels in New England came abroad, 
wherein some passages offended many, and occasioned 
their reflections on biro. 

But upon Mr. Whitefield's leaving us, great numbers in 
this town were so happily concerned about their souls, as 
we had never seen any thing like it before, except at the 
time of the general earthquake:* and their desires excited 
to hear their ministers more than ever: so that our as- 
semblies both on Lectures and Sabbaths were surprisingly 
increased, and now' the people wanted to hear us oftener. 
In consideration of which, a public Lecture was proposed 
to be set up at. Dr. Colman's church, near the midst of 
the town, on every Tuesday evening. 

Lord's Day afternoon, October 19, public notice was 
there given of the proposed Lecture to be on the Tues- 

•Though people were then generallv frighted and many awakened to 
such a sense of theit- duty as tc offer tbcmsehes to our ('oniniunion; 
yet very few came tome then under defp convictions of their u.ieon- 
▼erted and lost candition, in comparison of what c^me now. Nor did 
those who came to me then, come so much with tde inquiry. What 
•hall we do to be saved? as to 8ip;nity they had such a sense of their 
duty to come to th^ Lord's Table, that they dare not stay away any 
loDger. 



day evemog following: which the religious pec:^ 
general received with so much joy, that when th^ 
ing came, the bouse seemed to he crowded as muc^ t^' 
Mr. Whitefield was there. It was the first stated ^ x^^r 
Lecture in these parts of the. world: and the yer^ejy 
Or. Colman began it with a most suitable and moow 
sermon; forthwith printed. The title whereof is this 

^^Souls flying to Jesus Christ, pleasant and admirt 
to behold. A Sermon preached at the opening oi 
Evening Lecture in Brattle-street, Boston, Tuesday, 
tober21, 1740: by Dr. Colman: to a very crowded a 
enee: and printed at the desire of many.^' 

And thus the Dr. began the sermon: — 

^4saiah Ix, 8. Who are these that fly as a clottd^ afu 
the doves to their windows? 

>'It is a pleasant and wondrous thing, to see souls flj 
to Jesus Christ, to the means of grace and salva 
which he has ordained and ranctified, and into his chu 
If this iwere not the proper and natural sense of the ] 
phet^s words, I would not have chose them for the o] 
ing of the present Lecture. 

^^Our dear people, your ministers have with pleas 
seen you in the weeks past, old and young, parents 
children, masters. and servants, high and low, rich 
poor together, gathering and passing as clouds in 
streets, and as doves on the wing in fiocks flying to 
doors and windows of oiir places of worship; and hoverii 
about the same, those that could not get in. 

"The fame of a singular, fervent and holy youth, anf 
extraordinary servant and irttnister of Jesus Christ, (wbtf" 
makes his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of nre,y 
had prepared you tor his visit; and with raised expecta^ 
tions we received him, even as an angel of God for Jesui' 
sake; as the apostle St. Paul was received by the churchei! 
in Galatia. < 

'*God gave him a wonderful manner of entrance among 
us, just as m other places before us, among the brethrea' 
of our denomination; and we were sometimes melted to- 
gether in tears, ministers and people, parents and chil-^^ 
dro.n, under the commanding addresses of love to his Sav- 
ior and oursouN. We led you with a visible pleasure ii 
our faces to the solemn and great assemblies, and looke( 
on you there with great satisfaction, in your uncommoi 
xegards to the beloved servant of Christ, for the truth' 
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•like that dwelleth in him, and the love of the Spirit fill- 
ing him, and reigning in his ministrations to us. 

^^And now our beloved brethren and sisters, yon and 
your children, we are going to prove, confirm and in- 
crease, by the will of God, the seeming good dispositions 
begun or revived in you, toward Christ and his word, in 
a just and reasonable pious care and solicitude for your 
salvation. 

^^Mr. Whitefield once and again in his admonitions to 
you, and also in his fervent, righteous and efiectual pray- 
ers for you (by the will of God) led you into this trial and 
proof of yourselves; V^ hether when he was gone from us, 
you would better attend on the ministry of your own pas- 
tors, both on Sabbaths and Lectures? For he had heard 
(and it was but too true) that there had been a very great 
defect in this point among you before he came. Some of 
your ministers therefore now make a new tender of 
-themselves to you, in the fear and love of God, in this 
new Lecture, for the service of your souls, if you will 
encourage them by something of a like attendance on it, 
as we have lately seen you give to the word preached. 
We preach the same Christ, the same doctrines of grace, 
and according to godliness, with the same gospel motives 
»and arguments, applications to conscience, and supplica- 
tions to God for you. We would look on the fields, and 
behold them white for the harvest, and desire to enter 
into it; if by the help of God we may cherish the impres- 
sions made on any of your souls, and carry them on, 
clinching the nails driven by the master of assemblies 
that has been sent among us. For though we are eldet 
ministers, and have been many years before him in the 
service of souls, and he hke David going against Goliath, 
in the sight of the armies of Israel, has been seen to be 
but a youth and stripling; yet are we not unwilling or 
ashamed to come and serve aAer him, in the battles of 
our Lord, and in the victories of his grace. You have 
seen, as it were, a young Elias, or the Baptist risen again, 
. a burning and a shining light, and you were wilHng for 
^ the season to rejoice in his light and heat: may we now 
preach and you hear for the future, with more life an4 
' spirit, diligence and constancy; and by the will of God 
with new success.- But we mean' not, brethren, at this 
' Lecture only, but on every Sdbbath and every Lecture 
*^ in tlie tof^n; and more particularly on the pubUc Thurv- 
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day Lectnre; which has been shamefully negleo/e^^ 
the town. 

-^^To come theo to my text, which I acknowledfpe 
late concourse to the word among us, has led m 
choose. I would now look round on the present asi 
bly, and look back on our past assemblies, and say to 
Who are these thaijiy as a cloudy and as the doves to ■ 
Tsnndows?^^ 

The Tuesday evening aflter, the Rev. Dr. Se 
preached the Lecture in the same place; and the h 
was then also greatly crowded with attentive hea 
and so it continued to be on these Lectures for c 
months afler« 

Upon the Rev. Mr. Gilbert Tennent's coming 
preaching here, the people appeared to be yet e 
more awakened about their souls than before. He c 
1 think, on Saturday, December 13, this year: prea 
at the New North on both the parts of the following 
as also on Monday in the afternoon, when I first t 
him, and there was a great assembly. 

He did not indeed at first come up to my expects 
but aflerwards exceeded it. In private converse 
him, 1 found him. to be a man of considerable parte 
learning; free, gentle, condescending: and from his 
various experience, reading the most noted writer^'^ 
experimental divinity, as well as the Scriptures, and ^>^ 
versing with many who had been awakened by his i^ 
istry in New Jersey^ where he then lived; he seemed | 
have as deep an acquaintance with the experimental p^i 
jof religion as any I have conversed with; and his preaiQl 
ing was as searching and rousing as ever I heard. 

He seemed to have no regard to please the eyes of U 
hearers with agreeable gesture, nor their ears with di 
livery, nor their fancy with language; but to aim 4 
rectly at their hearts andxonsciences, to lay open thai 
ruinous delusions, shew them their numerous, %ect^ 
hypocritical shifts in religion, and drive them out of ev«f 
<leceitful refuge wherein they made themselves ea^ 
with the form of godliness without the power. Alt 
many who were pleased in a good conceit of themselfi 
hefore, now found, te their great distress, they were o^ 
aelMeceived hypocrites. And though while the discos 
ery was making, some at first raged, as they have owd 
to me and others; yet in the progress of th^ discovaf 
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pttanj were forced to submit; and then the power of God 
mo broke and humbled them, that they wanted a farther 
pad even a thorough discovery; they went to hear him, 
l^at the secret corruptions and delusions of their hearts 
tailght be more discovered; and the more searching the 
■ennoD, the more acceptable it was to their anxious 
minds. 

From the terrible and deep convictions he liad passed 
llhroagh in his own soul, he seemed to have such a lively 
view of the divine Majesty, the spirituality, parity, exten- 
fttveness, and strictness of his law; wUh his glorious holi- 
iness, and displeasure at sin, his justice, truth, and power 
rin punishing the damned; that the very terrors of God 
4i^emed to rise in his mind afresh, when he displayed and 
'brandished them in the eyes of unreconciled sinners. 
'And though some could not bear the representation, and 
Avoided his preaching; yet the arrows of conviction, by 
fhis ministry, seemed so deeply to pierce the hearts of 
lathers, and even some of the most stubborn sinners, as to 
make them fall down at the feet of Christ, and yield a 
lowly submission to him. 

And here I cannot but observe, that those who call 
'these convictions by the name of religious frights or fears^ 
and then ascribe them to the mere natural or mechanical 
influence of terrible words, sounds and gestures, moving 
; toaes, or boisterous ways of speaking, appear to me to 
be not sufficiently acquainted with the subjects of this 
work, as carried on in the town in general, or with the 
nature of their convictions; or at least as carried on among 
the people I have conversed with. For I have had 
awakened people of every assembly of the Congregational 
and Presbyterian way in town, in considerable numbers 
repairing to me from time to time; and from their various 
ttid repeated narratives shall show the difference. 

I don't remember any crying out, or falling down, or 
feinting, either under Mr. Whitefield's or Mr. Tennent's 
ministry all the while they were here; though many, 
both women and men, both those who had been vicious, 
and those who had been moral, yea, some religious and 
learned, as well as unlearned, were in great concern of 
aoul. But as Dr. Colman well expressed it in his Letter 
of November 23, 1741. "We have seen little of those 
extremes or supposed blemishes of this work in Bostoui 
Vat much of the blessed fruits of it have fallen to our 
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share. God has spoken to us in a more soft ant/ r 
wind; and we have neither had those outcries and f\ 
ings in our assemblies, which have disturbed the wor 
in many places; nor yet those manifestations of joy 
expressible, which now fill some of our eastern parts. 

As to Mr. Whitefield's preaching — it was, in the o 
ncr, moving, earnest, winning, melting: but the mecl 
ical influence of this, according to the usual operatioi 
mechanical powers, in two or three days expired; \ 
many, in two or three hours; and I believe with the n 
us soon as the sound was over, or they got out of 
house, or in the first conversation they fell into. 
with the manner of his preaching, wherein he appea 
to be in earnest, he delivered those vital truths wt 
animated all our martyrs, made them triumph in flan 
and led his hearers into the view of that vital, inward, 
tive piety, which is the mere effect of the mighty 
supernatural operation of a divine Power on the souls 
men; which only will support and carry through 
sharpest trials, and make meet for the inheritance of 
saints in light. His chief and earnest desires and lab,»^»i 
appeared to be the same with the apostle Paul for tl|J 
visible saints at Ephesus; viz. that they might know (i.^ 
by experience) what is the exceeding greatness of hill 
power (i. e. the power of God) to us-wtrd who believti^ 
according to the working of his mighty power which hti 
wrought in Christ when he raised him from the dead.-«^ 
Eph.i. And they were these things, and this sort oC 
preaching with surprising fervency, that \he Holy Spirili 
was pleased to use as means to make many sensible they, 
knew nothing of these mighty operations, ner of these 
vital principles within them; but that with Simon Magu9|^. 
who was a visible believer and professor of Christ and hig;. 
religion, they were in ^^the gall of bitterness and in the<- 
bonJri of iniquity;^^ i. e. in the state, pollution, guilt and^ 
power of sin, which is inexpressibly more disagreeable to^ 
the holy God than the most bitter gall to men, and will be 
bitterness to them, without a mighty change, in the latter 
end. 

It was by such means as these, that the Holy Spirit 
seized and awakened the consciences of many; and when -^ 
the mechanical influence on the animal passions ceased, F 
still continued these convictions, not only for many days, 
but weeks and months after l.ie sound was ov^r; yea, to 
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very day with some; while they excited others to ao 
lest and persevering application to Jesus for his Spirit 
uicken them, till they came to an hopeful perception 
is quickening influence Id them; and while in others 
sovereign and offended Spirit leaving off to strive, 
e convictions in their consciences, the effects thereof, 
; either sooner or later died away. 
3 to Mr. Tennent's preaching — It was frequently 
1 terrible and searching. It was often for matter 
y terrible, as he, according to the inspired oracles, 
.bited the dreadful holiness, justice, law, threatenings, 
3, power, majesty of God; and His anger with rcbel- 
(, impenitent, unbelieving and Christless sinners; the 
il danger they were every moment in of being struck 
n to hell, and being damned for ever; with the amaz- 
niseries of that place of torment. But his exhibitions, 
1 for matter and manner, fell inconceivably below the 
ity: and though this terrible preaching may strongly 
k on the natural passions and frighten the hearers, 
e the soul, and prepare the way for terrible convic- 
); yet those mere natural terrors, and these convic- 
( are quite different things. 

othing is more obvious than for people to be greatly 
ified with the apprehensions of God, eternity and 
, and yet have no convictions. 

Old England and New, where I have been a constant 
icher and an observer of the religious state of those 

heard me, for above thirty years, many have passed 
IT scores of most dreadful tempests of thunder and 
tning: wherein, as the Psalmist represents, '^the voice 
le Lord was upon the waters, the God of glory thun- 
id, the voice of the Lord was powerful, the voice of 
Lord was full of majesty; the voice of the Lord broke 
cedars, divided the flames of Are, shook the wilder- 
, and (in the darkest night) discovered the forests."^ 
, even since the Revival, viz. on Friday night, July 
1 742, at the Lecture in the 8outh Church, near nine 
)ck, being very dark, there came on a very terrible 
n of thunder and lightning: and just as the blessing 
given, an amazing clap broke over the church with 
cing repetitions, which set many a shrieking, and the 
le assembly into great consternation: God then ap- 
ed "terrible out of His high places; they heard at- 
vely the noise of His voice, and the sound that weat 



out of hiB month; He directed it under the whole 1 
and His lightamg to the ends ot' the earth; after it 
roared, He thundered marvellously with his voice: 
this the hearts of mauy (as Elihu^s) tiembled, an 
moved out of their places,^' for near two hours to 
And yet in all these displays of the niajesty of G ^_^ 
terrifying apprehensions of danger of sudden destt^ ^^ 
neither in this surprising night, nor in all the co^jy^^ 
thirty years have I scarce known any, by these kind 
terrors brought under genuine convictions. And v 
minister has a voice like God, and who can thunder 
Him? 

So on Lord's day, June 3d last, in our time of pu 
worship in the forenoon, when we had been abo 
quarter of an hour in prayer, the mighty power of < 
came on with a surprising roar and earthquake; wl 
made the house with all the galleries to rock and trem 
with such a grating noise as if the bricks were moi 
out of their places to come down and bury us: wh 
exceedingly disturbed the congregation, excited 
<»hneks of many, put many on flying out, and the gei 
ality in motion. But though many were greatly terri£ 
yet in a day or two their terrors seemed to vanish, ai 
know of but two or three seized by ccmvictions on 
awful occasion. 

No! conviction is quite another sort of a thing. I 
(lie work of«the Spirit of God, a sovereign, free and 
mighty agent; wherein He gives the sinful soul aucl 
clear and lively view of the glory of the Divine So 
reignty, omnipresence, holiness, justice, truth and pow 
the extensiveness, spirituality and strictness of His law; 
blading nature, efficacy and dreadfuiness of His cun 
the multitude and heinousne^js of its sins both of comn 
sion and omission; the horrible vileness, wickedness, p 
verseness and hypocrisy of the heart, with its utter imi 
tence either rightly to repent, or befieve in Christ,^ 
change itself: so that it sees itself in a lost, undone a^ 
perishing state; without the least degree of worthine^ 
to recommend it to the holy and righteous God, and ti 
least degree of strength to help itself out of this condi« 
tion. These discoveries are made by means of some re-i 
vealed truths, either in the reading, hearing or remem^l 
brance: when in the hearing, sometimes by words of ter-', 
ror, and som^etiuxes by words of teaderne^sr. and the hob 
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Spirit with such internal evidence and power so apph'es 
them to the conscience, that they hecome as sharp arrows 
piercing into the heart, wounding, paining and sticking 
jh it, when all the mechanical impressions of fn^liiiul 
sounds are over, sometimes for many days, wook^ and 
iionths, if not years together; until this Divine Ajd^ent, by 
{jhese and other convictions, agreeable to Hi^ iMspircd 
word, entirely subdues the soul to Christ; or hflug; un- 
fratefuily treated, withdraws His convincing inijufrnce, 
and leaves the heart and conscience to greater and more 
dangerous hardness and stupidity than ever. 

Such were the convictions wrought in many hundreds 
kk this town by Mr. Tennent's searching ministry: and 
ftrich was the case of those many scores of several other 
l^ngregations as well as mine, who came tome and others 
3br direction under them.* And indeed by all their con* 
terse I found, it was not so much the terror, as the 
iearching nature of his ministry, that was the principal 
-aeans of their conviction. It was not merely, nor so 
moch his laying open the terrors of the law and wrath of 
Cfod, or damnation of hell; (for this they could pretty 
.well bear, as long as they hoped these belonged not ta 
theiD, or they could easily avoid them;) as his laying 
^pen their many vain and secret shifls and refuges, coun- 
terfeit resemblances of grace, delusive and damning 
Jnpes, their utter impotence, and impending danger of 
■destruction: whereby they found all their hopes and 
|refuges of lies to fail them, and themselves exposed to 
Eternal ruin, unable to help themselves, and in a lost con* 
dition. This searching preaching was both the suitable 
«Dd principal means of their conviction: though it is most 
^evident, the most proper means are utterly insufficient; 
'and wholly depend on the sovereign will of God, to put 
forth His power and apply them by this or that instru- 
ment, on this or that person, at this or that season, in this 
4>r that way or manner; with these or those permitted 
circumstances, infirmities, corruptions, errors, agencies, 
oppositions; and to what degree, duration and event He 
i|»leases. 

* The same kind of searcTiing preaching by our own mfnisterS and 
cUiers, I also observed was the most successful means of bringing 
iMople into powerful convictions, or clear and awakening views of 
tbeir sinful and lost coudition, aud tbeir absolute uetid of i^hrist %o 
^hiA and save them. 

3* 



i 



A remarkable instance of contiction afscT) 
sometimes onder the ministry of the Rev. Mr. EI 
I*<[orthampton: a preacher of a ioiv and moderat^^ ^" 
natural way of delivery; and without any ^m^f^/ 
body, or any thing else in the manner to excite a// 
except bis habitual and great solemnity, looi^' 
speaking as in the presence of God, and with a v 
9en«e of the matter delivered* And on the othe; 
I have known several very worthy ministers of Ic 
rousing voices; and yet to their great sorrow the 
a4ity of their people, for a long course of years as 
deep security. It is just as the Holy Spirit plet 
hide occasions of pride from man: and if Mr. Tenne 
to come here again and preach more rousingly tha 
it may be, not one soul would come under convic 
him. 

On Momky, March 2, 1740-1, Mr. Tennent pn 
his farewell sermon to the people of Boston, from J 
23, to an auditory extremely crowded, very attenti 
much affected, in Dr. ColiHan's house of worship, 
an afiectionate parting, and as great numbers of all 
tions and ages appeared awakened by him, there s 
to be a general sadness at his going away. 

Though it was natnral for them to resort abun 
te him by whom it pleased the sovereign God cbi< 
awaken them, for advice* in their soui concerr 
while he was here, many repaired to their ministei 
and many more and oftener when he was gone. 
Tennent*s ministry, with the various eases of the 
sorting to us, excited us to treat more largely v.^ 
workings of the Spirit of grace, as a Spirit of conv^^. 
and conversion, consolation and edification in the som. 
men, agreeable to the holy Scriptures, and the coq^i^ 
experiences oi true believers. 

And now was such a time as we never knew. 1 
Rev. Mr. Cooper was woB^t to say,, that more came 
him in one week in deep concern about their souls, tl 
in the whole twenty-four years of his preceding minist 
I can also say the same as to the numbers who repaii 
to me. By Mr. Cooper's Letter to his friend in ScotJai 
it appears, he has had about six hundred different per8< 
in three months time: and Mr. Webb informs me, he 1 
lutd in the same space above a thousand. 

Agreeable to the numerous bills of the awakened ] 
up in public, sometimes rising to the number of sixty 
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'Moce, there repaired to ns both boys and girls, young tnreor 

^d women, Indians and negroes, heads of families, aged 

^vemoos; those who had been in full communion and going 

^te in a course of religion many years. And their case» 

ipresented were; a. blind mind, a vile and hard hearty 

id some under a deep sense thereof; some under great 

imptations; some in great concern for their souls; some 

great distress of mind for fear of being unconverted; 

^^hers for fear tbey had been all along building on a 

Righteousness of their own^ and were still in the gall of 

^Vttemess and bond of iniquity. Some under slight, other» 

imder strong convictions of their sins and sinfulness, guilt 

id condemnation^ the wrath and curse of God upon them, 

leir impotence and misery f some for a long time, ejren 

several months under these convictions: some fearing 

'lest the Holy Spirit should withdraw; others having 

jquenched His operations, were in great distress lest He 

Mouid leave them for ever: persons far advanced in years 

^tfraid of being left behind, while others were hastening 

16 the great Redeemer. 

Nor were the same persons satisfied with comiig once 
J^ twice, as formerly, but ag^in and ag^in, 1 know not 
•-.^w often; complaining of their evil and cursed hearts; of 
^tbeir past and present unbelief, pride, hypocrisy, perfidi- 
SmsnesSy contempt of Christ and God, and alienation from 
ihem, their love and captivity to sin, and utter impotence 
^ to help themselves, or even to believe on Christ, &c. re* 
> Bouncing every degree of worthiness in and utterly con- 
demning themselves; greatly afraid of deceiving their 
•wn souls; and earnestly desirous of being searched, dis- 
.^covered and shown the true way of salvation. 

* Both people and ministers seemed under a divine influ- 
ence to quicken each other* The people seemed to have 
a renewed taste for those old pious and experimental 
writers, Mr. Hooker, Shepard, Gurnal, William Guthrie, 

* Joseph Alein, Isaac Ambrose, Dr. Owen, and others; as 
well as later — such as Mr. Mead, Flavel, Shaw, Willard, 

, Stoddard, Dr. Increase and Cotton Mather, Mr. Mather 
of Windsor, Mr. Boston, &c. The evangelical writings 
of these deceased authors, as well as of others "alive, both 
in England, Scotland and New England, were now read 
with singular pleasure; some of them reprinted and in 
great numbers quickly bough^and studied. And the more 
experimental our preaching was, like theirs, the more it 
was relished* 
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The people seemed to love to hear us more than 
the weekly Tuesday eveniDg Lectures at the Chun 
Brattle-street, were much crowded and not suffii 
April 17, 1741, another Lecture was therefore op 
every Friday evening at the South Church; when a 
sonable discourse was given by the Rev. Dr. Sewall, 
Job xvi, 8: and soon after, another Lecture every T 
day and Friday evening was opened at the New N 
three of the most capacious houses of public worsh 
town; the least of which I suppose will hold three 
sand people. Besides the ancient Lecture every T 
day noon, at the Old Church; and other Lectures in i 
churches. 

Dr. Sewall's discourse, with three other excellent 
mons on the same text, were soon after published^ 
the first of which he says, page 20, '*As more lately, 
have received good news of this kind from more dia 
places upon this continent; so I cannot but hope 
God's sending one and another of his servants among 
who had been personally acquainted with these later w 
derfnl works of grace, together with their very labori 
and fervent preaching, and the ministry of others his 
vants; has been blessed to convince many of their ai 
and awaken them to a serious concern about their so< 
Yen, it is hopeful that there are a number conve 
and brought home to Christ. Let us give the praise 
the God of all grace.*" In the second, he says, page 
*'To conclude, let us with humble thankfulness behol 
that remarkable work of grace which 1 trust God is car4 
rying on in this town and other places; and be encouraged^ 
to seek the Lord more earnestly, that His kingdom may^ 
come with power by the more plentiful effusions of Hm^ 
holy Spirit; and that the Lord would rebuke Satan in aB^ 
his attempts to hinder or reproach this work, and bruiee' 
him under our feet. Let us bless God for his Spirit andl 
grace manifested in and with his servants that have 
preached the gospel among us, and for the great succeflft 
which has attended their painful labors." In the fourth^ 
he says, page last, '*Aad let such as are under good im-i 
pressions from the Spirit, take heed to themselves, and 
beware of apostasy. O ponder those awful words! * 
any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure ift 
him,' ilcb. X, 88. But if there should come a falling 
away respecting some that have promised fair, let us ncrt 
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M sbaken in mind as if the main work wad not of God; 
hoT take up ai^ evil report against it. Scripture and ex- 
perience warn us to fear and prepare for such a trial.'' 
> And ih the Preface he says, ^4t hath pleased the sove- 
reign and gracious God, in whose hand our times are, to 
prdain that we should live under some peculiar advan- 
tages for our precious souls. For to the ordinary means, 
fre have super-added the manifestation of the Spirit, io 
extraordinary works of grace. We have lately heard 

K* d tidings from one place and another, that many are 
uiring the way to Zion, with their faces thitherward; 
jtod some are declaring what God hath done for their 
loiils. Yea, God hath brought this work home to our 
v*vn doors, and we hear many crying out, ^What must 
pe do to be saved!' And there are a number "bopefully 
lejoicing in God's salvation. Of such a season as this it 
■Mj well be said, 4 have heard thee in a time accepted^ 
ind in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: be- 
|»ld, now is the accepted tioie; behold, new is the day 
l»f salvation.' I hope God's people are reaping the fruit 
•f their prayers, particularly on extraordinary days of 

King observed with an especial view to this great blest- 
, the plentiful effusion of the Holy Spirit. O there is 
)Kat reason to fear that another like season will never, 
ytver return upon you. O sleeper! awake, and hearkeu^ 
tfiere is a noise and a shaking among the dry bones, 
ipome it may be of your own acquaintance, secure like 

tou a little while ago, are now in deep concern, and caa 
longer relish those carnal pleasures in which you 
irere companions. Now, destruction from God is a ter- 
gror to them, and they are fleeing from the wrath to 
ticome. What a reproof doth God give to your stupidity 
fk the awakenings of others? And here, among you with 
^hom the Spirit is striving at this day, we behold many 
^•f our young people. O our children! God is drawing 
9Hgh to you in a distinguishing manner," &c. 

Nor were the people satisfied with all these Lectures: 
flmt as private societies for religious exercises, both of 
jounger and elder persons, both of males and females by 

Cemselves, in several parts of the town, now increased 
a much greater number than ever, viz. to near the 
homber of thirty, meeting on Lord's Day, Monday, 
T^ednesday and Thursda} evenings; so the people were 
iMstantly employing the ministers to pray and preach sA 

\ 
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ihose societies, as also at many private honses, 
formed society met: and such numbers flocked 1 
as greatly crowded them, as well as more tha^ 
filled our houses of public worship both oo Ix)^ 
and Lectures, especially erening Lectures, foc^ 
twelvemonth after. 

Some of our ministers, to oblige the peo^ 
sometimes preached in public and private, at <^ j 
or another, even every evening, except aAer Sb 
for a week together: and the more we praj< 
preached, the more enlarged were our hearts, s 
more delightful the employment. And O how 
how serious and attentive were our hearers! Ho^ 
awakened and hopefully converted by their mi 
And how many of such added soon to our chare 
we hope will be saved eternally? Scarce a 
seemed to be preached without some good imprei 

As to the church to which 1 belong — Within 6 
from the end of January, 1740-1, were threescore 
to our communicants: the greater part of whom 
more exact account of the work of the Spirit of 
their souls in effectual calling, as described in thi 
minister Assembly's Shorter Catechism, than 1 w: 
to meet with before: besides many others I could 
have charity for, who refrained from coming to tl 
of Christ for want of a satisfying view of the i 
reuovation in them Mr. Tennent being so ex* 
strict in cautioning people from running into ch 
taking the sacred covenant, and receiving the Lort 
per, the seal thereof, until they had saving grac 
diverse brought to a very hopeful disposition, ye< 
I doubt not, to embrace the Savior in all his office 
through fear and darkness kept from coming ii 
communion. Or otherwise, many more 1 believe 
have entered; who had they the Uke experiences 
before, I doubt not would have readily offered then 
and we should have as readily received them, an< 
now, as some of the most hopeful Christians. So 
Mr. Tcnnent^s awakening ministry shake their ho 
hinder them, that those whom 1 apprehended to be 
and thought myself obliged to encourage, 1 found 
pressions of his preaching had discouraged. 

Yea, some who had been in full communio 
made so suspicious of themselves, as to refrain pa: 
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I had no small pains to remove their scruples. For 
to my own opinion — ^it seems to me, that where there 
thirst for Christ and his spiritual henefits, that thirst 
d by the Spirit of Christ: and in raising such a 
He qualifies for them, shows his readiness to satiate 
Invites, requires, and gives sufficient grounds for com* 
to Him at these pipes of Jiving waters; though we 
not be scfre whether this thirst arises from a renewed 
or do: and thither therefore should we come with 
ibie sense of our emptiness and un worthiness, and 
eor thirsty souls reaching forth to Him, to receive 
His open, offered and overflowing fulness. If I am 
eD, I desire to see it. 
filowever, in many of these people, their convictionsSi 
judgment of charity, appeared by the same spirit to 
carried further than an awakening view of their sins, 
sinfulness and misery; even to what the Assemhij^s 
ism, agreeable to Scripture, calls an enlightening 
minds in the knowledge of Christ, or clear, Hvely 
attractive views of His perfect suitableness, all-suffi- 
;y and willingness as the Son of God incarnate and 
iator, to receive them, and by His merits, interces- 
grace and Spirit to reconcile them to the holy God, 
safe and make them completely and eternally holy 
appy, though now the chief of sinners: and in such 
ws as these he melted their frozen hearts, renewed 
wills, overcome them with affection to Him, and 
ed and enabled them to embrace Him in his per- 
tnd all his offices and benefits as offered in the gospel. 
Dr. Colman^s Letter of June 8, 1741, it appears, 
at in 1741, in April, there were nine or ten, and in 
were nineteen, added to his church: among whom 
the Dr.) were many of the rich and pulite of our 
and daughters, 
the Rev. Mr. Webb, senior Pastor of the New 
rtb, just now informs me, with respect to his church 
ift people, in the following words — ^^ Admissions to full 
Ifliaiunion of those hopefully wrought upon in the late 
V ^^ETi^^^) about one hundred and sixty: of which one 
jftdred and two from January ] 740-1, to 1741-2. Of 

t above mentioned, by far the greater part have since 
en hopeful sig^s of saving conversion. And many 
1^ give good evidences of grace; but for the reasons 

rr account [above] cannot be prevailed upon to come 
Table of the Lord," 



Itk this year, 174 1 , the very face of the town 
be straogely altered. Some who had not been ^0 
the Fall before, have told me their great surprrniy 
change ia the general look and carriage of pef 
soon as they landed. Even the negroes and boy 
streets sorprisingly left their usual rudeness: I knc 
of these had been greatly affected, and now were 
into religious societies. And one of our worth} 
men expressing his wonder at the remarkable 
informed me, that whereas he used with others o 
day evenings to visit the taverns, in order to cle^ " 
of town inhabitants, they were wont to find man ^ 



and meet with trouble to get them away) but noi 
gone at those seasons again, he found them emp^. 
but lodgers. 

Of that time the Rev. Dr. Colman justly writes ^ 
Rev. Dr. Watts, on September 15, 1741, in the foI| 
terms: ^^Thanks be to God In our Province the i| 
sions of religion grow and increase in a happji^ 
sedate manner, such as g^ves a joyous prospect if 
to the next generation, that our young ones will bf 
grave, devout parents to their children. I know og 
to admire the pleasant, gracious work of God. Oa 
tures flourish, our Sabbaths are joyous, our Churci 
crease, our ministers have new life and spirit i^ 
work." 

Of the same time the Rev. Mr. Cooper also w^ 
Nov. 20, 1741, in his noble Preface to Mr. £d« 
most excellent, solid, judicious and scriptural pel 
ance, as the venerable Mr. Willison of Scotland rj 
styles it, in the following manner: — ^^I verily be 
in this our metropolis, there were the last winter 
thousands under such religious impressions as they 1 
felt before. And as to the fruits of this work, (^ 
we have been bid so often to wait for) blessed be 
so far as there has been time for observation, they a; 
to be abiding. 1 do not mean, that none have lost 
impressions, or that there are no instances of hyp< 
and apostasy. Scripture and experience lead us I 
pect these at such a season. It is to me matter o 
prise and thankfulness, that as yet there havebei 
more. But I mean, that a great number of those 
have been awakened are still seeking and striving ttf 
in at the straight gate. The most of those who 
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Bn thought to he converted, contiaue to give eTidencee 
their being new creatures, and seem to cleaye to the 
r4 with full purpose of heart. To be sure a new face 
things continues in this town; though many circum- 
nces concur to render such a work not so observable 
re, as in smaller and distant places. Many things not 
coming the profession of the gospel are in a measure 
rorined. Taverns, dancing-schools, acfd such meetings 
have been called Assemblies, which have always prov- 
unfriendly Jo serious godliness, are much less frequent- 
Many have reduced their dress and apparel, so as to 
ike them look more like the followers of the humble 
sus. And it has been both surprising and pleasant to 
3 how some younger people, and of that sex too which 
most fond of such vanities, have put off the Ibravery of 
3ir ornaments, as the effect and indication of their seek- 
I the inward glories of the King's Daughter. Religion 
now much more the subject of conversation at friends' 
uses, thaif ever I knew it. The doctrines of grace are 
poused and relished. Private religions meetings are 
eatly multiplied. The public assemblies (especially 
ictures) are much better attended: and our auditories 
?re never so attentive and serious. There is indeed 
extraordinary appetite after the sincere mil£ of the 
>rd. It is more than a twelvemonth since an evening 
!cture was set up in this town; there are now several; 
o constantly on Tuesday and Friday evenings; when 
me of our most capacious houses are well filled, with ^ 
larers, who by their looks and deportment seem to come 
hear that their souls might live. An evening in God's 
urts is now esteemed better than many elsewhere, 
here is also great resort to ministers in private. Our 
mds continue full of work* and many times we have 
ore than we can discourse with distinctly and separ- 
ely.'' 

January 11, 1741-^, most of the associate pastors of 
is town agreed on a course of Days of Prayer in their 
veral churches; as the Rev. Dr. Sewall well expresses 
in his sermon on that occasion, preached ISUhe South 
burch, February 26, 1741-2, "to bless tlie name o 
oH for spiritual blessings already received in the re- 
arkable revival of His work among us, and in many 
her places; to seek of God the more plentiful effusion 
' bis Holy Spirit; that the Lord would preserve us and 
3 
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his people from every thing that hath a ten 
quench his Spirit, and ohstruct the progress aD< 
of his good work; and that it may go on and pros^;^ 
the whole land shall he filled with the blessed 
the Spirit." And in his sermon he says, "We 
praise the Lord that he has not lefl us without ^ ipT 
of his divine power and grace in the wonderful open 
of his Spirit in our times. Let the success whid 
hath of late given to the ministers of the word, i 
what we have known in times past, animate us to 
more abundantly. And. let not any pervert wha 
been said, to prejudice themselves or others r| 
that wonderful work of grace, which I verily be) 
God has wrought in this town and other places." 

In some, this further work of conviction and effc 
calling was clearer, in others more obscure, in other 
or more doubtful. And so various likewise wen 
|oy« and consolations rising from the various change 
exercises in them, or their various applications to C 
for mercy. But herein their pastors labored to pre! 
them from mistakes, to discover their dangers on € 
eidc, to lead them to a thorough conviction and hui 
tion, and through these to right views ef Christ and 
ing with him in a saving manner; that they might n 
deceived with joys or consolations which belonged n 
them. 

Of those who came not into full communion with 
churches — some who were under strong convictions, 
in a hopeful way, have since sadly lost them; the Sj^ 
of God has ceased striving, and they are more blind ^ 
hard than ever: and, some of these like those under IQ 
ineffectual inlluence in the apostles' days; "after thn 
have escaped the pollution of the world, through th< 
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, are agaa 
entangled therein and overcome; their latter end i 
worse with them than the beginning; and it has ha]>pene( 
to them according to the true proverb, Hhe dog is tumei 
to his own vomit again, and the sow that was washed U 
her wallowing in the mire," 2 Peter, ii, 20 — 22. An< 
some who had fair rebemblances both of saving grace an< 
holy joy, whereby they for a time deceived both them 
selves and others; afler high appearances have fallei 
nway: as some who first followed Christ himself, yet aflei 
left him; and as he has represented the various evenl 
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■f impressions made by his own and his successors^ preach- 
pg, io the parable of the sower; Matt, xiii, Mark iv, and 
Knke viii. 

J^ But thongh their faithful ministers, both in private and 
Bablic, both ii^ preaching and print, fairly warned, and 
mm the word of God foretold, of these apostacies; ^oi 
■key gave occasion to the prejudiced against the work, 
Vo cast a slur on the rest in general, to moltiply and mag- 
faif|r the instances, and pronounce them all impostors. So 
B remember, when thirty years since I lived and.preach- 
fed in England, especially in the latter end of queen Ann^s 
veigD; if but one of our congregation, and much more 

Sie of our communion, fell into any scandal, all the coun- 
y round would ring and echo with it, and the looser 
l^ople in the church of England would take occasion to 
KHumph with their reproaches; crying out, ^^We were 
W alike, and though we were so precise we would not 
"<^u«e or swear, yet we would lie, and cheat, and steal, and 
Hitommit any private wickedness;^' and the profane would 
Ihma us all as a pack of hypocrites. 

And indeed in every party, where there is an enmity 
'^prejudice ngainst any other person or party, there is 
^^Iways more or less of blindness and partiality, and a 
powerful bent, on all occasions, to misconstrue, cavil, mis- 
^present, defame and vilify. So were the ancient pun- 
tens with the pious fathers of this country, treated in the 
^Teigns of king James the I. and Charles the I. until they 
HBme over hither between 1620 and 1640:. and so were 
/the pious Nonconformists in the reign of king Charles the 
'H. I believe there scarce ever was a set of men more 
^.reproached and stigmatized than those pious Puritans and 
' Nonconformists: and this not only by looser people, but 
'even by learned clergymen, as their writings to this day 
show. And any man who knows thcm^ may see the same 
^ aspersing and reviling spirit and way of writing in the 
k present day, against the instruments and subjects of this 
work in general. So the Papists have traduced the Pro- 
testants in genera], especially Luther, Calvin, Bcza, Knox, 
^Itc. for, by blackening those great Reformers, they thought 
to blacken the Reformation advanced by them: yea, to 
f this very day, the most learned in the Christian world cry 
I Mt of nothing but contention and confusion in that happy 
work, and deny there has been any Reformation at all; 
^Tca, assert^ that those who embraced the pretended re^ 



formed religion, grew insolent, censorious, turbn 
worse in morals. So I have heard an Egyptian t 
who once sailed with me, most zealonsly repr& 
Christians, from the nnmeroas instances. he kisei 
Tilest sect on earth. And so was their gloriou; _ 
<:ouuted a deceiver; and his apostles were despi^" 
feted, reviled, persecuted, defamed, made as th^ ^? 
the world, and the offscouring of all things, 1 Co^j^ y 

Some, after all, have no doubt deceived both 1 
seKes and others in the extent of their conviction 
miiiation, applying to Christ, and in the spring and n 
of their comforts. Some I was afraid of at the tim 
not being duly convinced, humbled, broken-hearted, 
condemned, devoted to God, concerned for his gloz 
having a due reverence of Him: and some few have { 
too much occasion for our fears since. Though froi 
extensive view of the many infirmities and corru| 
III the best of saints on earth, I am not apt to be na 
or censorious in these matters: for till persons who a 
ed to be converted, fail into a course of some sin or k 
a:i^ainst the common light of conscience, 1 am not w 
to lose my charity. 

But the generality of those, whom I. judged to 
passed through a right conviction and'humiliation to 
in Christ, seemed to come to consolation in Him. 
way agreeable to Scripture, the very nature and re 
of things, and common experience of tho«e who 
thoroughly subdued to Christ, savingly enlightened, ^^ 
satisfied in Him, rest on Him, and feel themselves jJ^ 
new state, happily changed and brought into the glorioJ 
liberty of the sons of God: as I apprehend those wey^ 
and one or other of these are common springs of joy q, 
consolation, especially at the first conversion. 

The consoliitions of some were weaker, of othen 
sjtronger: in some they rose to joys; in some few to joj 
unspeakable and full of glory, as the apostle speaks 
though I never saw one either in town or country, ii 
what some wrongly call a vision, trance or revelation 
And where those few instances have happened in sonw 
places, appeared but a little while and vanished.* Bj 

•I never heard of above one or two in this town; and I do not i* 
member to have hewd of one in this province to llie southwnni of ni 
thoug^h there has been a remarkable revival ia several places in Uur 
\fBvi of the land. 



>tat I huve fieard, t apprehend that where they were 
Infeigned, they were only natural effects of an cxtraor- 
linary intense exercise of sonl; though a Divine in flu- 
knee might he the original of the exercise. Nor do I 
tpprehend such effects a sign either of the person's be- 
Dg unsanctified or sanctified: sanctification being to be 
I Jtidged of by the frame of the whole soul and nature of 
pte exercises, while fully awake, and not by such dreaming 
ideas: yea, though it were possible they should be inspi- 
jrations, they would be no more signs in themselves of 
banctiiication, than the genuine visions of Balaam or Bel- 
Whazzar. And I know of none but is of the saa»e opinion 
Wth me. 

But as for spiritual joys and consolations; whoeyer haer 

a large experience in his own heart, or a large acquaint-' 

'aoce with the various experiences of others, has found 

'those joys arise from such like various causes as these 

that follow. 

1. Some in the progress of their conviction towards 
the depths of humiliation; while their souls were quar« 
celling with the holiness, justice, law, wrath, curses, 
truth and sovereignty of God, so as to fhrow them into' 
the utmost tumult; they have been at length, and some'*- 
times suddenly subdued, so as to yield, submit and rcsigD* 
into the sovereign hands of Christ: upon which their' 
quarrels and tumults ceasing, a divine and wondrous calm- 
and pleasure have immediately and genuinely succeeded. 

2. Some from a lively view of the exceeding number 
^nd heinousness of their sins, and vileness of their hearts, 

whereby they thought themselves the worst of sinners; 
and seeing the all-sufficiency of Christ in every thing but 
willingness to save such horrid wretches, were in great 
distress; but upon seeing his willingness to save even 
them in particular, have been overcome with joy at the 
Tiew, and with such joyful views fled into his arms. 

3. Some finding themselves under the love and power' 
of sin, in wretched bondage to their lusts, to horrible' 
suggestions, temptations, oppositions, and utter impotence 
to free^ themselves and serve the Lord with pleasure; 
being unexpectedly delivered, and brought into the glo- 
fious liberty of the sons of God; they have been like those 
in Psalm cxxvi, "^When the Lord turned again the cap- 
tivity of Zion, we were like them that dream: then was- 

■ ^ttP mouth filled* witb laughter,- and our- tongue with slug- 
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ing: the Lord hath done great things for us, whereo: 
are glad." 

4. Some laboring under such blindness of mind, 
they could see nothing of the personal and'perfect lo 
ness of Christ, have been exceedingly troubled; nt 
they came, especially on a sudden, to see his perfect 
transcendant loyeliness, it has raised them into a trans] 

5. Some ivho have found their hearts' as hard as a r 
that they could not mourn in the least, as they could 
ceive, for their horrid sins and sinfulness, and were io 
way of despair; upon their hearts dissolving with g< 
sorrow for their piercing Christ, and even the sma 
sins and heart-impurities, have been greatly affected \ 
pleasure and gladness. 

6. Some after all their genuine changes, their exer 
of faith in Christ, of love unto Him, repentance and ot 
graces, have not yet been- able to see whether these fa 
been any other than superficial changes and comi 
graces, and been in great perplexity; until the Spiri 
Christ has shone so clearly on them as to give them , 

ful satisfaction. ^ -^ 

7. Some having all the likely marks of converBioQ . 
and even some of their graces in some exercise, thouffli 
very faint and low, and their hearts exceeding cold, UBlk 
and deadened, have been greatly discouraged; but ere^ 
they were aware, their souls have been made as tha 
chariots of Amminadib, to their great rejoicing. 

8. Some have been so greatly troubled with their la- 
mentable distance and estrangement from the blessed Je« 
sus, as they could enjoy no rest; until he has taken them 
into his banquetting house, exalted them to sit in heavenlj 
places with Him, and so shown his glories and love unta 
them This banner over them was love) as have most 
powerfully drawn out their hearts to an holy and trans- 
porting intimacy, with Him; that in the believing views 
of Christ and sensation of this communion, they have re- 
joiced with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 1 hera 
write what many holy souls who have had communioa 
with Christ, by their experience well understand. And 
by sensation, I mean in the like spiritual sense as when 
Christ speaks of his- supping with believers and they witk 
Him, Rev. iii, 20. 

As tor spiritual pride and rash judging — some lateljE 
wroi7ght upon, especially in hours of temptation, hsMrar 
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grieyoTisly exceeded; jea some whom we judged to be 

effectually called, as well as many more who bad beeft 

itl under very powerful and far advanced, but ine^ectual 

i--, operations; and who ought not to be blended with, as is 

the way of the prejudiced, but distinguished from the 

other. Yet some of the hopefully renewed are more free 

than others from those excesses: and I neyer knew the 

:, : most grown, humble, and prudent saint on earth wholly 

M withoutthem; for if 1 had, I should hold to sinless perfec- 

e I tion in the present state: much less can we expect the new- 

f I bom convert to be so humble and wise, as those who have 

t ; been growing in grace and knowledge for several years. 

Ii Alns! every soul renewed has remains of the same cor« 

t roptions (though not reigning) as before; they mix with 

z! all our graces; unbelief with faith, pride with humility, 

r precipitant zeal or passion with wisdom, rash judging of 

i^ others with condemning ourselves: and he seems to be 

! I little acquainted with his own heart who sees not in him- 

i\ self a bent to be proud even of his own humility; and 

-. who feels not the risings of pride, especially while grace 

: is young, even in his highest enlargements and enjoy- 

1, ments, as well as in his best performances and the ap- 

k plauses of those about him. Even the apostle Paul hinO'- 

!» self, though one of the greatest mortification and improv- 

>. ed sanctity; yet by being favored of God with abundant 

' revelations, tbund himself so strongly inclined to be above 

! measure exalted, that if there had not been given him st 

- thorn in the flesh, Hhe messenger of Satan to buffet him,^ 

; he would have been carried away by the natural bias, i 

Cor. xii. And what wonder is it at first to see some un« 

. due elations mix with the joys of young and little experi^^ 

' enced Christians, before they have much time to grow in 

, the sad, surprising and abasing views of their remaining 

corruptions; which at the first sense of their change, their 

first joyful views of the love and glory of Christ, and first 

elevations of their faith and affections to Him, they could 

; scarce perceive, and were therefore ready to think by 

His blood and Spirit to be almost entirely purged away. 

But with the common nuxture of their remaining in- 
firmities and corruptions, I have generally seen attending 
their joys, high, humble and affectionate admirations of 
I the wonderful grace of God, and astonishing pity and 
I condescension of the Son of His love, in becoming incar*- 
, Bate^ dying to save them, bearing so long with theisi 
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while tlicjr have been spitting and trampling on Hiim ] 
and after all their abuse$>, sending them His ambassadoif ^ 
and tenders of grace, employing ilis Spirit, overcomiii( 
their hearts, and opening His arms to receive thenip- 
and with these joys I have also seen ail the proper 
pressions of their lively gratitude, love, praise, devotii 
to God their Savior, zeal for His glory; love to His w< 
truths, ordinances, and those in whom the meek, huml 
and holy image of Christ appears, and concern for otfaec|^; 
And as they soon found the activity of their love subsi^ 
ing, the fountain of corruption in them rising, and thci||^ 
spiritual impotence in a sad degree returning; the Hotf 
Spirit has given them further views ef their remainiq|p 
vilencss; and they have generally grown more humbkr 
and jealous of themselves, more sensible of their depeil^ ' 
ing on Christ continually, and more meek and tender U^ 
their carriage to others. 

And thus successfully did this divine work as above der 
scribed go on in town, without any lisp, as 1 rememberi*' 
of a separation either in this town, or province, for abow 
a year and a half after Mr. Whitefield left us, viz. the* 
end of June, 1742; when the Rev. Mr. Davenport, of- 
Long-Island, cqme to Boston. And then through the 
avvi'ul providence of the sovereign God, the wisdom of 
whose ways arc past finding out, we unexpectedly came 
to an unhappy period, which it exceedingly grieves m9; 
now to write of, though with all convenient brevity. 

Friday evening, June iib^ he came to Charlestown. 
Lord'S-day forenoon, he attended the public worship, and 
at the Lord^s Table there: but the aAernoon stayed at 
his lodgings, from an apprehension of the minister's beiog 
dncon verted, which greatly alarmed us. Monday aflerw 
noon he came over the ferry to Boston: which the asso* 
ciate pastors in this town and Charlestown, then at their 
stated course of meeting, hearing of, sent to signify, that 
we should we glad to see him; whereupon he presently 
came, and we had long and friendly conferences with himi 
about his conduct, on this and the following day. 

On Thursday, July 1, we thought ourselves obliged to* 
publish a declaration of our judgment concerning himt 
wherein we owned, "That he appeared to us to be truly 
pious, and we hoped that God had used him as an instru-- 
nient of good to many souls; yet we judged it our duty 
to bear our testimony against the following particulars:--- 
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. 1. His being' acted much bj sudrlen impui«e«. 2. His 
judging some ministers in Long-Island and New-England 
to be unconverted; and his thinking himself called of God 
to demand of his brethren, from place to place, an ac- 
count of their regenerate state, when or in what manner 
the Holy Spirit wrought upon and renewed them. 3. 
His going with his friends singing through the streets and 
I highways, to and from the houses of worship on Lord's 
) days and other days. 4. His encouraging private breth- 
i fen (L e. who are not probationers for the ministry) to 
! pray and exhort (i. e. like ministers) in assemblies gath- 
r ered for that purpose. We judged it therefore our pre- 
. sent duty not to invite him into our places of public wor- 
^ ship, as otherwise we might have readily done.'' And 
I we concluded thus — "And we take this opportunity to 
i repeat our testimony to the great and glorious work of 
4 God, which of His free grace he has begun and is carry-^ 
f log on in many parts of this aud the neighboring proy- 
^ inces; beseeching him to preserve, defend, maintain and 
I propagate it, in spite of all the devices of Satan against 
; it, of one kind or other; that however it may suffer by 
the imprudence of its friends, or by the virulent oj^posi- 
tion of its enemies, yet it may stand as on the rock, and 

• the gates of hell may never prevail against it." 

Boston^ July 1, 1742. 

I THOMAS FOXCROFT, Pastor of the First Church. 
JOSHUA GEE, Pastor of the Second, or Old JVortb. 

i JOSEPH SEWALL, > „ . r.i. nu ^ ,h 

• THOM\S PRINCE { ^^^^* of the Old South. 

, WILLIAM COOPER, > Pastors of the Church in 
. BENJAMIN COLMAN, ( Brattle-street. 

• JOHN WEBB, > o , r,u Ar AT .L 

ANDREW ELIOT, \ ^"*^^''* "-^^^^ '^'^ ^""'^^^ 
SAMUEL CHECKLEY, Pastor of the JS'ew South, 
WILLIAM WELSTEED ) Pastors of the Aew Brick 
ELLIS GRAY, \ Church. 

MATHER BYLES, Pastor of the Church in Hollis'StrceU 

> HULL ABBOT, Pastor of the Church at Charlestown. 

. THOMAS PRENTICE, do. do. 
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Upon publishing this declaration on Friday, many were 
offended: and some days after, Mr. Davenport thought 
himself obliged to begiu in his public exercises to declare 
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Against us also; naroiog some as nnconverfed, repreft^^^ 
iijg the rest as Jehosaphat in Ahab's army, and exhopf^ j 
the people to separate from us: which so diverted •^- 
miniis of many i'rom being concerned about their ^^ 
conversion, to think and dispute about the case of otl^^ 
as not only seemed to put an awful stop to their awalnMb 
ings, but also on all sides to inflame our passions, and pHM 
voke the Holy Spirit in a gradual and dreadful measure M 
withdraw His influence. ^ 

Now a disputatious spirit most gprievously preTaim 
among us: and, what almost ever attends it, much ceM 
iforiousness and reflection; which had a further tendea 
to inflame and alienate, and whereof many of every p 
were sadly guilty. It whs indeed a lamentable ti 
wherein we seemed to fall into- such a case as the Ch 
tian church at Corinth, in the Apostle^s days; which 
shared such a large effusion of the Holy Spirit, that thd^ 
Apostle calls them ^^sanctified in Christ; and thanked hl| 
God always in their behalf for the grace of God whici 
was given them by Jesus Christ, that in every thing the] 
were enriched by him in all utterance and ail knowledge 
even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in them 
so that they came behind in no gift:'' and yet he com 
plains there were risen among them "contentions, envy/ 
in<:;, strife, divisions; one saying, I am of Paul, another, t 
am of Apollos" — and they were "carnal, and walked at 
nicn," &.C. I Cor i, and iii. 

And now a small number from some of our Churcbei 
and (^onoTCgations* (some had been communicants fofr 
niorly, and some added lately) withdrew, and met in a di»- 
tir.ct Si'ocioty: whereof four males, and two or three fe» 
nuHos, wore of our communion. 

in the following month came out of the press in Boston^ 
a hook composed by the Rev. Mr. Dickinson of Elizabeth-' 
Town, New-Jersey, entitled, "A display of God's special 
grace: in a familiar dialogue between a minister and a 
gontloman of his congregation, about the work of God, 
in the conviction and conversion of sinners, so remarka- 
My of late begun and going on in these American parta» 
Wherein the objections against some uncommon appear- 
ances among us are distinctly considered, mistakes recti- 

• Inhere were ten Congregational Churches in town, tiwo PrOTfcjf* 
ferMn. one Baptist, and three E;)iicoviaUai4. 
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fied, and the work itself particularly proved to be from 
fihe Holy Spirit. With an addition^ in a .second confer- 
' ence, relating to sundry Antinomian principles, beginning 
to obtain in some places. To which is prefixed, an attes- 
tation, by several ministers of Boston." 
* And the principal paragraphs of the Attestation are as 
follows: — ^^He must be a stranger in Israel, who has not 
heard of the uncommon religious appearances in the sev- 
eral parts of this land, among persons of all ages and 
characters. This is an affair which has in some degree 
drawn every one's attention, and been the subject of 
much debate both in conversation and writing. And the 
g^nd question is, ^Whether it be a work of God, and 
bow far it is so?' The most serious and judicious, both 
ministers and Christians, have looked upon it to be, in 
tiie main, a genuine work of God, and the effect of that 
effusion of the Spirit of grace, which the faithful have 
been praying, hoping, longing and waiting for; while at 
the same time they have looked upon some circumstances 
attending it, to be from natural temper, human weakness, 
or the subtilty and malice of Satan, permitted to counter- 
act this divine operation. But here rightly to distinguish 
is a matter of n« small difficulty; and requires both a 
scriptural knowledge of, and an experimeutal acquaint- 
ance wjth the things of the Spirit of God. Mr. Edwards's 
Discourse concerning the ('isUnguishing marks of a work 
of the Spirit of God, has met with deserved acceptance, 
and been of great use. The following performance, by 
another dear and reverend brother in a different part of 
the country, is also, in our opinion, exceeding well adapt- 
ed to serve the same design, viz. to help people to judge 
of the present work, whether, and how far it is of God; 
and to remove those prejudices, which may keep them 
from owning it to the honour of God. and from coming 
under the power of it to their own salvation. Here the 
reader will see the ordinary work of the Spirit of grace, 
■ in appl^'ing the redemption purchased by Christ to par- 
ticnliir souls, judiciously described, in several distinct 
parts of it, conviction, conversion, and consolation: the 
necessity of regeneration and faith, in order to final sal- 
vation, and the necessity of conviction and humiliation in 
order to the^c, clearly evinced, from the reason and na- 
ture of the thing, as well as the method God has estab- 
', I6hed in His word: mistakes^ whvcVv xov^Xa i^\^iN^ ^^Vs^ 
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wad tmdoing, carefully guarded against: and rery safe ^ 
suitable directioDS given to one who is awakened to %^ 
inquiry, 'What must I do to be savecir . Whoever ti^] 
up this book and reads, has, as it were, in his hanf 
glass, in which he may behold what manner of persoo^ 
is; whether a natural or renewed man, a hypocrite q^^ 
sound believer. And in recommending this book to ^If 
^orld, we would be understood as owning, and beariiig^i| 
public testimony to, what is called the present work* m 
God in this land, as it is here stated and distinguiahip 
(separate from those disorders, errors, and deiusiop^ 
which are only the unhappy accidents sometimes acc«Af 
panying of it) to be such a glorious display of the Divv 
power and grace, as may well raise our wonder, es 
our praises, and engage our prayers for the preserva 
and progress of it. May the children of God then iui||j| 
in that prayer. Let thy work appear more and more anil 
thy servants, and thy glory unto their children; and till 
beauty of the Lord our Ged be upon us!^' ,^ 

BENJAMIN COLMAN, 
JOSEPH SEWALL, 
THOMAS PRINCE, 
JOHN WEBB, 
WILLIAM COOPER, - ,1 
THOMAS FOXCROFT, t 
JOSHUA GEE. ! 

Boston^ August 10, K42. 
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In December was printed here, a treatise of the 'Ret< 
Mr. Gilbert Tennent against the Moravian errors: whifil 
treatise was introduced with a preface by several ^li^ 
ister^ of this town, and the final paragraph thereof Jl 
this: — 

'^When this our dear brother, whose praise is in ooi 
churches through the provinces, visited us at Boston twc 
years ago, and in the spirit 6f the Rev. Mr. Whitefiek 
entered into his labors here; it pleased God in a wpn'dei> 
ful manner to crown his abundant services with- succeM 
in the conviction and (we trust) conversion of many souk 
Aii therefore the name of Mr. Tennent is greatly endear 
ed to us, s'^ we beseech our ascended Savior, the Heai 
of the Church, long to continue him for a burning ligh 
a3id extensive blessing to our provinces; and in jparticolbi 

I 
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ase this faithful, judicioas and seasonable endeaTor of 
servant, for a guard and defence about his own sacred 

iths and his glorious work in the midst of us, which too 
\y are ready to speak evil of and oppose. 

BENJAMIN COLMAN, 
THOMAS PRINCE, 
JOHN WEBB, 
WILLIAM COOPER, 
THOMAS FOXCROFT, 
JOSHUA GEE. 
Boston^ December 22, 1742. 

Some time after, a man of the separate society became 
it Saturday-Baptist: who being immersed in the country, 
fbid having hands laid on him, thought himself a minister, 
'Arew five women after him and proceeded to Immerse 
llhem: yet they all have since deserted him. But six males 
(of the said society, with one of Brookline, a town about 
ifive miles off, went on to associate as a church, owning the 
JAssembly^s Confession of Faith, and professing themselves 
fCongregational, according to our New-England Platform: 
.ind have not yet returned to the several churches whence 
fthey went; though the Rev. Mr. Davenport has happily 
.•een and most ingenuously confessed his abovesaid 
^errors and misconduct, and pubUshed his retractations. 
;See Christian History, No. 82, and 83. 

Besides the aforesaid four males and two or three 
females of the South Church, I know not any who have 
left our communion. But the rest of our said numerous 
Hud former additions continue with us; and as far as I 
know, their conversation is as becomes the gospel.* Nor 
do 1 hear of more than one of those who have left our 
church that has fallen into other censurable evil, nor in 
the other churches in town, except a few of the New 
North. 

July 7, 1743, there met in Boston one of the largest 
assembly of mmisters that ever convened here, to bear 
their testimony to this remarkable revival in the land: 
^hen ten ministers of this town, joined with many others 
if) giving their public testimony to this happy work. An 

* This the reader vill rocolleet vas written in No7tmber> ir44f 
■nre than igur jp ears after the reYiTal. 

4 
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account of which is printed in the Christian History^ 
20, &c. 

On Decemher 13, following, this town and lanc^ 
ceived a great loss in the death of the Rev. Mr. Co 
An account of which, with his deserved character, 
No. 43, of the Christian History. To which I woulc?^ 
the further account of the Rev. Dr. Colman in his Fnn^ 
Sermon the Lord's daj after, since published, in the Ml 
lowing terms: — * :f 

^^Mr. Cooper was as fixed and firm against the ffpM 
of separation from the churches of New-England, wiUi 
he judged to be strongly settled on the platform of Sd^ 
lure; as any rock on our coast is unshaken by the furioi 
waves that only break themselves into foam by dashiil 
against it. And had he lived he would have been a oNl 
strenuous opposer of this defection. But at the ms 
time he was immoveably determined, as we all knoH 
that there has been a remarkable work of God going i 
among us, by what he had seen with his eyes, had lodke 
upon, and as it were handled, in the resort to him (ai 
some other ministers of the town) of a multitude of pel 
sons, younger and older, under strong convictions, huml 
iation, illuminations, godly fear, with strong crying 



tears; faith, hope, trust, joy, with strong reliance on tfk 
righteousness of Christ for justification, and on the AJ 
mighty Spirit of grace in a sovereign manner to enaU 
them unto all the duties of a sober, righteous and god^ 
life; to work in them both to will and to do, to begin an 
carry on His good work in their souls; and to keep then 
by His mighty power through faith to salvation. An 
among these there were numbers overflowing with th 
joys and comforts of religion, in the utmost abhorrence c 
themselves, and repenting as in dust and ashes; while th 
love olPGod seemed to be shed abroad in their hearts, i 
their fervent desires after and pleasure in the convictioi 
and conversion of others. The numerous instances c 
this nature, with whom he daily conversed, gave hiv 
abundant satisfaction of the presence and power of th 
Sanctifier and Comforler in and with many of them, 
think myself also now called by the providence of Go 
to add, — that as I was mysell* struck with wonder at wha 
of this nature occiirred to me two years ago among tb 
young people of this flock, so the good fruits of thai 
.'ibidin^ profession unto this day^in a discreet, meek, vii 
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'toons, picas conrenatioo, gaye.me eatisfaction and plea-' 

f»ure in them from day to day; while their exemplary 
face of grave devotion, and diligent attention to the word 
fni God, on Lord Vdays and Lectures, are also adorning to 
[the doctrine of Qod their Savior. '' 

Of all who resorted to me from all the Congregations 
'Id town, I remember no more than three or four who 
talked of their impulses: and but one or two of these a 
•subject of the late revival, the other two had been 
communicants in two of our churches, and used to speak 
of those things before. Nor in all the preaching of the 
'instruments of this work in town, did I ever hear any 
teach to follow impulses, or any religious impressions, 
bat of the word of God upon o«r minds, affections, wills 
ud consciences; and which, agreeable to the Holy Scrip- 
ture, the most famous Reformers and Puritan ministers 
both in England, Scotland, and New-England, have in 
their writings taught us. 

As to the doctrinal principles of those who continue in 
our Congregations, and have been the subjects of the late 
revival; they are the same as they have been all along 
instructed in, from the Westminister Assembly's Shorter 
Catechism: which has been generally received and 
taught in the churches of New-England from its first 
publication for these hundred years to this day; and 
which is therefore the system of doch'ine most generally 
and clearly declarative of the faith^f the New-England 
churches. 

And though some have represented many of the sub- 
jepts of this work as holding some or other of the follow- 
ing mischievous errors; viz. 1. "That sanctifying grace 
in a minister is necessary to Tender the administrations of 
gospel ordinances valid. 2. That unconverted ministers 
are incapable to be instruments of converting people. 
3. That sanctification (as described in the Assembly's 
Shorter Catechism) is no evidence of justification. 4, 
That an unregenerate man ought not to pray. And 5, 
That assurance is essential to saving faith, so as whoever 
believes, is sure he believes in a saving manner, and is 
not in doubt or darkness about it.'' Upon a careful in- 
quiry, I cannot find nor bear of any of the subjects of this 
work remaining in our several congregations in town; no, 
nor even in that which has drawn off from us, who hold 
these or any othec fauuiiaticdl os Axk^vi^uni'dxi ^\x^^«i^ 



49 

HoweTer, the sovereign Spirit in his awakening 
ence in the unconverted, and his enlivening efficf 
the hopefully renewed, in this town, has seemed 
two last years in a gradual and awful manner to witfa 
For a twelvemonth 1 have rarely heard the cry c 
new ones — ^'^ What shall I do to be saved?" But fe 
now added to our churches, and the heavenly show 
Boston seems to be over. Of those who were in tb 
•ffusion wrought on, divers are sometimes repair! 
me, with sad complaints of their spiritual dulness, 
ness and decays; but I hope are working out their 
Uoii with fear and trembling: while some have no' 
then a fresh revival of grace and comfort. 

Thus have I endeavored a brief and plain accov^ 
the late Revival in this town; especially among th^^ 
pie who resorted to me, and more particularly thos^ 
the A<«sembly 1 belong to, according to my observati 
and intelligence: relating only those facts which seeai 
to me, as I went along, to be most material; avoidiog^iij 
sonal reflections, and writing, as 1 always desire, iri 
candor and moderation. 1 leave it as a grateful pvh 
testimony of the memorable work of the Divine Poll 
and grace among us in my day, which my eyes have 9m 
and my ears have heard with pleasure; that God li 
Father, Son and Spirit, may have the more extenil 
praise, to whose blessing I consign it; and that othi 
may thereby receive eternal benefit. 

THOMAS PRINCE, 'i 

Boston, JVoven^ber 26., 1744. 



i haye given the Public some accoaot of tlie fate 
:raordinarjr work of God in this metropolis of ^ew-- 
gfland; we thick it cooveoieDt to insert some ac^ 
lots of the RcT. George Whitefield, an eminent in- 
limeDt thereof, as they successi?ely arrived, heforc 
appearance here^ and which prepared the way 
his entertainment and saceessful labors among us. 



ivas in the year 1738, we were first surprised with 
Rws of Mr. Whitefield, as a young minister of the 
ch of England, of flaming piety and zeal for the 
r of godliness: who this year sailed from London to 
iltarand Georgia; being appointed minister of Fred- 
in that Province, and after a few months stay, re- 
d, through Ireland, to England, for priest^s orders, 
- ordained only a deacon before, 
le year following, we were yet more surprised to 
of his preaching the doctrines of the martyrs and 
lieformers, which were the same our forefathers 
r\\t oyer hither: particularly the great doctrines of 
lal sin, of regeneration by the Di^e Spirit, justifi- 
1 by faith only, &c. and this with amazing assiduity^ 
r and success: which extraordinary appearance, 
•ially in the church of England^ together with. the 
nultitudes of people that flocked to hear him, drew 
ttention to every thing that was published concern- 
im. 

le latter end of this year he left England, being pre- 
d by the honorable I'rustees of Georgia to the* 
r at Savannah: and arrived at Philadelphia the second 
ovember, preached there on Lord's day, and every 
n the week after. November Bth, began to preach 
the Court House gallery about six a. nighty to near 
lonsaod people, who stood in 'awIwX « v^^tv^^ \.^ \\<i.«t: 
aad 80 every night, uaUl Loid^B A«J cx^vasa^^ '^^^^ 

4* 
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rember 12th, he set out for New York: where he 
two days after, and there also preached with great po| 
and efficacy. An account of which, with some fnore| 
ticular description of his person and doctrines, were dil 
up by an ingenious gentleman, and published in the B 
England Journal, from which we select the foUoi 
passages: — $i 

"The Rev. Mr. Whitefield arrived at the citv of N 
York on Wednesday, the 1 4th inst. a little hetore nq 
The next day in the afternoon, he preached in their 
to many hundreds of people. 

^^ Among the hearers, the person who gives this aciee 
was one. 1 fear curiosity was the motive that leA 
and many others into that assembly. I had read tiM 
three of Mr. Whitefield^s sermons, and part of his Joni 
and from thence had obtained a settled opinion, that 
WHS a good man. Thus far was 1 prejudiced in his fir 
But then having heard of much opposition, and n 
clamore against him, 1 thought it possible that he m 
have carried matters too far. That some enthii8| 
might have mixed itself with his piety, and that bii i 
might have exceeded his knowledge. With these { 
possessions 1 went into the tie ids; when 1 came thefl 
saw a great number of people, consisting of Chriatia| 
all denominations, some Jews, and a few, 1 believe|j 
had no religion at all. When Mr. Whitefield came ta 
place before designed; which was a little eminence oe 
side of a hill; he stood still and beckoned with his hi 
and disposed the multitude upon the descent, before, 
on each side of him. He then prayed most excellei 
in the same manner that the first ministers of the CI 
tian Church prayed (befoM they were shackled x 
forms.) The assembly soon appeared to be divided i 
two companies, the one of which I considered under 
name of God^s church, and the other the devil's cha] 
The first were collected round the minister, and w 
very serious and attentive. The last had phiccd tht 
selves in the skirts of the assembly, and spent most 
their time in giggling, scoffing^ talking and laughing, 
believe the minister saw them, for in his sermon, obsc 
ing the cowardice and shamefacedness of Christians 
Christ's cause, he pointed towards this assembly, 
reproached the former with the boldness and zeal v 
Tshich the devil's vassals serve him. Towards the 
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prayer, the whole assembly appeared more anited, nnir 
all became hushed and still; a solemn awe and revereoce 
appeared in the faces of most, a mighty energy attended 
the word. I heard and felt something astonishing and 
surprising, but, I confess, 1 was not at that time fully rid 
of my scruples. But as 1 thought I saw a visible presence 
of God with Mr. Whitefield, I kept my doubts to myself. 

^^Under this frame of mind, I went to hear him in the 
evening at the Presbyterian church, where he expounded 
to above two thousand people within and without doors. 
I never in my life saw so attentive an audience: Mr. 
Whitefield spake as one having authority: all he said wae 
demonstration, life and power! The people^s eyes and 
ears hung on his lips. They greedily devoured every 
word. 1 came home astonished! every scruple vanished; 
I never saw nor heard the like; and 1 said within myself, 
Surely God is with this man of a truth. He preached and 
expounded in this manner twice every day, for four days, 
and his evening assemblies were continually increasing. 

^^On Sunday morning, at eight o^clock, bis congrega- 
tion consisted of about fifteen hundred people But at 
ftight, several thousands came together to hear him; and 
the place being too strait for them, many were forced to 
go away, and some (it is said) with tears lamented their 
disappointment. After sermon, he left New York, at tea 
at night, to fulfil a promise that he had made to preach 
at Elizabethtown, at 11 A. M. the next day. 

^^Mr^ Whitefield was bom at Gloucester, it is said, in 
the month of December, 1714. He observes in his Jour- 
nal, that he was baptized at the font of one of the churches 
in that city, on the 25th day of that month. He was bred 
up in the bosom of the church of England, and educated 
at Oxford. There he commenced Batchelor of Arts. 
He was ordained priest, according to the orders of the 
church of England, on the 14th of January last, which 
was almost as soon as it could be, by the canons of the 
church, he being then but little more than twenty-four 
years old. He is a man of a middle stature, of a slender 
body, of a fair complexion, and of a comely appearance. 
He is of a sprightly, cheerful temper, acts and moves 
with great agility and life. The endowments of his mind 
are very uncommon; his wit is quick and piercing; hi» 
imaginaiiou lively and florid; and^ as fac «a V casx ^\%^l&x.\^> 

lioth axe under the duecUom. ^ ^s^- ^lacX ^&ji Wa^ *^^V 
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ment. He has a most ready memory, and, I think, spea£j( 
entirely without notes. He has a clear and musical 
voice, and a wonderful command of it. He uses much 
gesture, but with great propriety: every ift^cent of his 
* voice, every motion of his body, speaks, and both are 
natural and unaffected. If his delivery is the product of 
art, it is certainly the perfection of it, for it is entirely 
concealed. He has a great mastery of words, but studies 
much plainness of speech. 

His doctrine is right sterling, I mean, perfectly agree- 
abfc to the articles of the church of England, to which he 
frequently appeals for the truth of it. He loudly pro- 
claims all men by nature to be under sin, and obnoxious 
to the wrath and curse of God. He maintains the abso- 
lute necessity of supernatural grace, to bring men out of 
this state. He asserts the righteeusness of Christ to be 
the alone cause of the justification of a sinner; that this 
is received by faith; that this faith is the gift of God; that 
where faith is wrought, it brings the sinner under the 
deepest sense of his guilt and un worthiness to the foot- 
stool of sovereign grace, to accept of mercy, as the free 
gift of God, only for Christ's sake. He denies that good 
works have any share in our justification; that indeed 
they do justify our faith, and necessarily flow from it, as 
streams Irom the fountain; but Christ's external righteous- 
ness imputed to us, and his inherent righteousness wrought 
in us, is the only cause of man's salvation. He asserts 
the absolute necessity of the new-birth; where a principle 
ef new lii'e is ingenerated in the heart of man, and an 
entire 6hange is produced in the temper and disposition 
of the feonl: that this new production is solely the work 
©f God's blessed Spirit. That wherever it is wrought,, 
it is a permanent and abiding principle, and that the g>)tes 
ef hell shall never prevail against it. He asserts, that 
the special influence and indwelling of the Spirit,'was not 
peculiar to ths first Christians, but that it is the common 
privilege of believers, in all ages of the Church. Thai 
the Holy Spirit is the Author of the sanctitication and 
comfort of all God'^s people. And that even in these 
days, if any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of His. That to many of his hearers, he feared he spake 
in an unknown tongue. He acknowledged that be 
preached great mysteries, \)vit \tw% C\m?X\WkS knew wha 
he meaot^ and that all bia lie^T<&i« mn^V >s^ Ni^^xx^ 
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-understand them if ever they are saved. These arft 
some of those doctrines thut have been attended with 
such mighty power in this city! This is the doctrine of 
the Church of England! This is the faith of its martyrs! 
This they sealed with their biood! Notwithstanding that 
so many in onr days have departed from it. 

He speaks much the language of the New Testament; 
9ind hcis an admirable faculty in explaining the Scriptures. 
He strikes out of them such lights, and unveils those ex- 
cellencies which surprise his hearers, when he expounds 
them. He expresses the highest love and concern for 
ihe souls of men; and speaks of Christ with the most 
siiTectionate appropriation — 'My Master!' 'My Lord!' He 
is no enemy to the innocent freedoms and liberties of 
the gospel. Noi* affects singularity in indifferent things. 
He spends not his zeal in trifles: he says, the kingdom of 
Crod consists not in meats and drinks, but in righteousness 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 'He breathes a 
most catholic spirit! He prays most earnestly, that God 
ivoold destroy all that bigotry and party zeal, that haft 
divided Christians. He supposes that some of Christ's 
flock are to be found under every denomination. He 
upbraids* the uncharitableness of those, that confine the 
Church to their own Communion. He professes a most 
sincere love to all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ 
in sincerity. He declares that he has no design to make 
a party in religion. That his whole view i» preaching 
the gospel, is to bring men to Christ, to deliver them 
from their false confidences, to raise them from their dead 
formalities, to revive primitive Christianity among them; 
and if he can obtain this end, he will leave them to their 
liberty, and they may go to what church, and worship 
Gfid in What form they like best." 

This account of Mr. Whitefield excited an earnest de- 
sire in many pious people among us, to see and hear him. 
J3ut we were informed soon after,' of his having preached 
eight times at New York, and at several places in hit 
eturn to Philadelphia, of his arriving there, November 
23, preaching twice every day in the church, to crowded 
assemblies of people: and that, at his farewell sermon^ 
November 28, a multitude, computed at not less than 
ten thousdnd, attended in the fields; that next day he left 
the city, to pass through Maryland, Virginiav Noclb «n4 
South Carolina, to Georgia* 



Ai\cr this we hnd a brief acconnt of his* travelling 
preaching through those countries, and beginning 
Orphnn House at Savannah in Georgia. 

in April, 1740, we had an account of his arrival a 
at Philadelphia, of his preaching there and in the ne 
borinii; places, when the congregations were greatl} 
fectcd, of his setting out for New York, and his inten 
to return from thence to Philadelphia, and thenc 
Georcifin, before he came to Boston; where he desig 
God willing, to be in July or August. 

* Tiic following historical passage, rclatin*^ to the occanon, 9* 
his ilinerancy, exirnclud trom a Lelter of his to the Kev. Mr. Chi 
prcbeiKiary of St. Paul'n, London, we think proper to insert here 

*'l wish every non-resident niinisler in England couhl give as 
an account of their no n- residence, as I of my absence trom Savai 
To satisfy you, Rev. Sir, I will acquaint jou with the whole. \Vi 
first went abrocd, 1 was appointed to be minister of Frederiea 
upon my arrival in Georgia, finding there was no reinister at Savat 
and v.o place of worship at Frederiea, by the advice of magistrate 
people I continued at Savannah, teaching publicly, and from houi 
house, and catechising the children day by day, daring the whole 
of my continuance at Georgia; except about a fortnight, in wh 
went lo Frederiea, to visit the people, and to see about build^ijjg^ 
chill ch, for which I had given fifty pounds out of some money I ||^ 
•oll'-cted, and of which I have given the public an account In Mhtmi 
four months, I oameK)ver to Kngiand, to i*eceive priest's orders, and 
cuilect money for building an Orphan-House. At the request of many, 
the honorable TnisteeH presented me to the living of Savannah. 1 ae< 
•epted it, but refused the stipend of fifty pounds per annum, -which 
thty «:eiierously oO'irrd me. Neithei did 1 put them to any expense 
during; my stay in Kii^ilaiid; whei-c I thought it my duty to abide unti' 
1 h.MJ collecti-d a sufiicic-nt sum wherewith to be^in an Orphan House. 
thoiiuii 1 should have left England sooner, hnd I not been prevontcc 
hv tiie I mhargo. However I was more easy, bi^cause the honomlilc 
'i rusiees. I knew, had sent over another miniHter koon alter f lefL thf 
snl-uiy. Upon my second arnvul at (ieorgia, finding the case of the 
Ui-(iha:i House, 4'-.d the case of the piu-ish, ton great a task tor me, I 
immodiHtely wrote over to the honorable Tnis tees to provide a nothei 
minister 

In the mean while, as most of my parishioners were in debt, oi 
ready to leave the colony, for want of being employed, and as I be- 
lieved creeling an Orphan House would be the best thing 1 could do 
for them and their postenty, 1 thought it my duty from time to time 
to answer the invitations that were sent me to preach Christ Jesus in 
several parts of America, and to raise farther collections towardp car- 
ry! pp on the Orphan House. The Lord stirred up many to be ready 
to dibtrihiitc, and willing to communicHtc on this occasion. ] always 
came home furnished with provisions and money, most of which was 
expended among the people, and by this means the northern part of 
the colony almost entirely subsisted for a considerable time. This wsi 
asserted not very long ago before the honorable House of Commons. 
And now. Sir, judge you, whether my non-residence was any thing 
like the noii residence of most of the English clergy. When I was 
ab^^ent from my parishioners, I was not loitering or living at case, bat 

caching Christ Jesus, and begging for tliem and theirs, ^.c." 
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An account of the fruits of his fervent ministry in these 
places, we had in a Letter of his to a friend in England, 
dated- at the city of New Brunswick, in New Jersey: aB 
follows: — 

^'A fortnight ago, afler a short passage of ten days, I 
landed at Pennsylvania, and have had the pleasure of 
seeing and hearing that my poor endeavors for promoting 
Christ's kingdom, when here last, were not in vain in 
the Lord. I cannot well tell yon how many come to me 
laboring under the deepest convictions, and seemingly 
truly desirous of finding rest in Jesus Christ, several 
have received Him into their hearts by faith, and have 
not only righteousness and peace, but also joy in the Holy 
Ghost. 

^^In short, the wor'l has run and been glorified. I daily 
receive fresh and most importunate invitations to preach 
in all the countries round about,'' &c. 

Some weeks .before his arrival here, came out a ser- 
mon of the Rev. Mr. Smith, of Charleston, South Carolinai 
on the character and preaching of Mr. Whitefield there, 
with a Preface, by the Rev. Dr. Coiman and Mr. Cooper 
of Boston; from which we shall extract some passages. 

"The following Discourse was inclosed to us by our 
dear brother, the worthy author of it; and we have read 
it with high pleasure and satisfaction. The design is 
sufficiently intimated in the title-page. It is indeed a 
sermon of an extraordinary nature. To give, from the 
pulpit, the personal and ministerial character of a living 
preacher, is very unusual, or, perhaps, altogether new. 
cut so is the occasion — and tt:e Discourse must be looked 
upon to be apologetical, rather than encomiastic. The 
manifest design is to support the cause by vindicating the 
man; not a private and party canse, but that of primitive 
piety and catholic Christianity; Ihe cause of Christ and 
truth, if the peculiar doctrines of the gospel, the assert- 
ing and clearing whereof was the glory of the Reforma- 
tion, may he so called: a cause this in which zeal is cer- 
tainly a virtue! 

"As to the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, the person referred to 
and named, he is the wonder of the age; and no one man 
more employei the pens, and fills np the conversation of 
people, than he does at this day: none more admired and 
UpplHudod by some, contemned and repro^cVie<5iV>^ cv>\\^,w. 
Ibe common lot of the most exceVleul ov^vx^^vjo'^X^^''^^ 
^rer had to showl 
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^*WhiIe so many others are speaking and pnblishinf 
their sentiments concerning him with ail freedom, Mr.* 
Smith thought himself not precluded. He has had ai 
much opportunity as most, to inform himself concerniii(: 
Mr. Whitcfield^s doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith^ 
charity, long-sufiering, patience, persecutions, and afflio*' 
tions, which have come unto him: and what he has semi. 
and heard, that declares he unto us; and we receive hii 
testimony, because we know him to be a gentleman of* 
good sense, and strict veracity; and also free from enthu- 
siastic impressions, unless serious religion and experimeo- 
tal piety are so called, as we have melancholy occasion: 
to observe they often are. There appear to us plain markl> 
of siocority and impartiality in the following account.'. 
And the same things have been reported to us by other ' ^ 
Reverend Brethren, of the like character, whom we 
know and correspond with, in places which Mr. White- 
field has visited and preached in. f 

"And as to his thoughts respecting the views of Provi- f 
dence, in raising up men of this stamp and spirit in our, 
^ny^ he expresses them with great modesty and cautioa 
and we cannot but apprehend they are countenanced fron 
Scripture, reason, and observation. 

"When God is about to carry on salvation work will 
any remarkable success. He will raise up suitable instm 
ments to work by. He will form and spirit men for grea' 
and extraordinary undertakings, when He has any greai 
and extraordinary purposes to serve. 

"Thus when God^s time for that great and good worl 
•f building the second tentple was come, Joshua aof 
others were animated to undertake it; and though thej 
were men wondered at, for the warmth of their zeal, am 
the boldness of their enterprise; that in the face of m 
many opposers and difficulties, they should undertake U 
rebuild the holy city and the temple; yet they wen 
raised above all discouragements^ and stood firm agaiDi 
all opposition, being fortified with a special promise o 
the Messiah, in whose strength, and by whose influence 
they should be successfully carried en in their wr 
<l(onr now, O Joshua, the high priest, thou and thj 
lows that sit before thee; for they are men wonderc 
for I will bring forth my Servant, the Branch. Bel 
the Stone that I have laid before Joshua: upon one s 
sliall be seven eyes. I will engrave the engra 
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lereof^ saitfii die Lord of Hosts; and 1 will remote the 
liquity ef that land in one day.^ Zech. iii, 9, 9. 
^^So when the gospel charch was to be set up in the 
rorld, and the Gentile nations to be converted to the 
Bowledge and faith of Jesus, a dozen pooi^ illiterate 
ishermen, were endued with power from on high, and 
ent forth to open men's eyes, to turn them from dark- 
less to light, and from the power of satan unte God. And 
n them was fulfilled that which is written, 'Out of the 
nouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength, 
)ecause of thine enemies; that thou mightest still the' 
uiemy and the avenger.' Psalm viii, 2. 

^^And when the Church was overspread with Popish 
darkness, superstition and idolatry, and the Romish ty« 
ranny was at its very height,* it pleased God to enlighten 
lome ecclesiastics gradually in the knowledge of His truth, 
Euad then animate and assist them to lay open the errors 
and corruptions of Popery, and boldly to assert and main- 
fadD the pure truths of the gospel. Of this number were 
Zttinglius in Switzerland, and Luther in Germany: names 
that will be had in everlasting remembrance in the rec- 
ords of the Church. 

^^The resolute opposition that was madie against them, 
and the contempt that was poured upon them, instead of 
Qooling, inflamed their courage. The further search 
tiiey made into the depth of those corruptions that had 
overspread the Church, the more light still broke in 
upon them^ They found its doctrines poisoned with 
lieresy, and its worship corrupted with superstition and 
idolatry; and Christianity grown very like to Paganism. 
Under this conviction they loudly called upon all that had 
any concern for their souls, to go out of Babylon, as they 
tlould not be partakers of her plagues. And multitudes' 
«f people were influenced by their preaching and writings 
to renounce the Roman doctrines and superstitions; and' 
many of the princes of Europe too, were inclined to fa-^ 
Tor and fall in with the Reformation.- 

^'As for Luther in particular, he was a wondrous man, 
and the almighty power of God was eminently manifested' 
in him. When he first appeared, 'What could be ez«^ 
pected from a poor friar, creeping out of a cloister?' He* 
iMui advised by his friends to get into hirceli again, and' 

* In tUe ICth centuiT*- 

5' 
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to ply his prayers, and not venture upon so hazardoii 
undertakinpr as to preach against the Pope, or attem] 
impossible a work as the Rcibrmalion.' But, no 
might, nor power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lor 
Hosits. This single inconi»iderable man was more tfa 
match for the powers of Rome, and was instrument! 
produce one of the greatest changes the world has • 
had to marvel at. 

"And when it pleases God to renew the face of relij 
when primitive Christianity, and the power of godli 
shall be revived in the reforming churches; when 
professors of the gospel shall be recovered from 
false principles they have embraced, raised above 1 
dead formahties they have so long rested in, and awo 
cd out of that lethargy they are fallen into; when t 
expected times of reformation shall come on, is i1 
reasonable to suppose God will raise up those to effe 
whom he will furnish with a^ good measure of the p 
live apostolic spirit; whose hearts shall be inflamed 
a burning zeal for the honor of the Redeemer, and 
to the souls of men; and who shall therefore be wins 
to deny themselves in those things which are dear to "ra 
most; shall not scruple to go out of the common read, i 
spread the triumphs of the gospel, and fetch in souls l 
Jesus Christ; and will not be discouraged by any oppoij 
tion they may meet with? Considering the present atali 
of things in the Christian world, how can we expect ani 
great change for the better, but in a way that shall ■ 
extraordinary? 

"And if there is any appearance of such a work at 
time, or in any places, surely we should take care not 
slight and undervalue it; much less should we repn 
and censure it, or those who are used as instruments iai 
but, on the contrary, we should rejoice in it, so far ai 
seems to be from heaven, and further it with our pnj 
ers, as those who are waiting for the kingdom of God.^ ' 

"We would therefore bespeak the prayers of thl 
faithful in Christ Jesus, into whose hands these papen 
may come, both for our dear brother, the author d 
this Discourse, who is with great zeal' contending tif 
some important points of the faith once delivered to tin 
saints, against some who openly oppose them, and kbol^ 
in^ to promote practical godliness, in the place whevj 
divine Providence has appointed hla present station; thtf 



J^e may ht a8sist€d and sticcoeded in all his faithful ser- 

S'ces for the Redeemer's kingdom: and also for the Rev. 
r.Whitefield, that he may (as he has well expressed him- 
^If in some of his Letters to ns) ^be kept humble and 
gjependent on our dear Lord Jesus;' be preserved in his 
[travels, strengthened to his uncommon labors, and fortified 
;|lgainst all opposition: that satan (who cannot but have a 
■" culiar enmity at those who so set themselves against 
kingdom) may never get advantage of him, to the 
fUemish or hindrance of the great and good work which 
e hope is begun and going on: that God would cause 
jm always to triumph in Christ, while he makes mani- 
t the savor of His knowledge by him in every place, 
ffod uses him as an instrument to bring back many wan- 
^ring sheep to the Shepherd and Bishop of their souls: 
9md very particularly that his purposed coining to us, may 
n^ with as full a l^essing of the gospel of Christ as other 
Maces have experienced, and much more abundant, by 
She will and grace of our Qodl 
T~ BENJAMIN COLMAN^ 

^ WILUAM COOPER. 
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Boston^ A*. jE. June 7, 1740. 



tracts from Mr. Smitli^s Sermon on the Character^ 4rc 

of Mr. Whilejield. 



Others have freely spoken their sentiments, and I have 
ard the defaming, as well as the applause of many; I 
%id, therefore, I will answer also for my part; I also will 
^hew my opinion. 

^ 1. 1 shall give you my opinion of the doctrines he in- 
adBted on among ns. To speak more generally, they 
gvere doctrines, I am of opinion, agreeable to the dictates 
5>f reason, evidently founded upon Scripture, exactly cor- 
^respondent with the articles of the establishment, of great 
-v»e and necessity in forming the Christian life; which I 
Jiad early imbibed from the best writers and systems. 

To be particular, ♦ 

L One of the doctrines^ which he has hardly passed over 
|n silence in any single Discourse, Is that of original sin. 
%y which, I mean nothing less than the imputation of 
/Ldsimh first sin to all his posterity by ordinary generation; 
Which imputation is the resultance of his being constituted 
10 jLct for them in the extensive character of a le^a.1 ter 
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presentatire; the conseqaence of Which u Ihat lijhllil 
corruption of nature and those sinful propensions wtf H 
now born with into the world. ' * 

Another doctrine, we have lately had in the wanoM 
language impressed upon us, is that Pauline one of jm 
fication by faith alone. And here you will remenii 
how the preacher vindicated himself from all susplM 
of Antinomian error: for while he earnestly contei " 
for our justification as the free gifl of God, by faith til 
in the blood of Christ, he took special care to gl 
against the abuse of it, and asserted that good worki iHI 
the necessary fruits and evidences of true faith, '"■* i 

Regeneration was another great doctrine insiateii^ 
hardly a single sermon but he mentioned it, sometiflf 
more than twice; and one, and perhaps the best of 1 
discourses, was ex prqfesso on this subject. '' 

Another doctrine nearly allied to this, was warmly I 
sisted on, viz. the impressions, or, wMch was the preafCi 
cr^s own phrase, inward feelings of the Spirit. And fat: 
you remember, how he guarded against the inviditf 
censure of assuming the character of an apostle. I 
renounced all pretensions to the extraordinary powi 
and signs of apostleship. He also allowed these feeliq 
•of the Spirit were not in every person, or at all timeti; 
the same degree, and that though a full assurance W6 
attainable, yet not of absolute necessity to the being oi 
Christian. Only he asserted that we might feel the Spl 
of God in his sanctifying and saving impressions and r 
nessing with our spirits. And what is there in this 1 
what is agreeable to reason? How can we be led by I 
Spirit, or have joy in the Holy Ghost, without some 9 
«ible perception of it? Can I at any time feel my seal 
sacred raptures, burning with the love of God andChr 
and all my best passions alive: Can 1 feel a secret pi 
sure in the word, ordinances and communion with G) 
i^an I taste the powers of the world to come: can I ^ 
the threatening^ of God impressed upon my consci^ 
jor promises of paradise working upon my hopes: 
groan under the burthen of my corruptions, or ex 
the liberty of spirit I may have, in a calm and r 
hour, in the meditation of my pardon, and of heave 
immortality. And yet this doctrine of feeling the i 
be ridiculed in an age of infidelity. This is a docti 
Jbave been acquainted with these manjjryears. Yoy 



lard me preach it scores of times, tbougli peiliflps 
ithed io other expressioDS. And however derided by 
e, I hope alwajs to have enthusiasm enough to main- 
that the Spirit of God may be felt. 
To conclude, all the doctrines now mentioned are 
imitive, Protestant, Puritanic ones; which our good 
efathers, Conformists, and Dissenters, filled their writ- 
with; and, as Pr. (Watts has well observed, they filled 
laven apace, for God was with them.**' 
Yet all that reverence, with which I heard these doc- 
fHnes, from the mouth of our preacher, could not win 
■ly approbation of some few harsher expressions which 
«opt from his lips. These in my opinion may be pro- 
lieonced failings; but such as often attend a warm zeal 
fhir Orthodoxy in matters of the last importance, and are 
found interwoven with the brightest characters. 

I shall next give you my opinion of the manner of his 
jjkreaching. 

>., He appeared to me, in all discourses, very deeply af- 
fected and impressed in fdB own heart. How did that 
bu'n within him, when he spake of the thibgs touching 
tke king! With what a flow of words did he speak to ut 

Son the great concern of our soute! In whajt a flaming 
ht did he set out .eternity before us! How earnestly 
Ai he press Christ upon us! Hew close, strong and 

Engent, were his applications to the conscience; ming« 
g light and heat, pointing the arrows of the Almighty 
St the heart of sinners, while he poured in the balm on . 
lie wounds of the contrite! How bold and courageous 
liui he look! He was no flatterer: he taught the way of 
Cod in truth, and regarded not the persons of men; the 
IpoUtest, and the most modish of our vices, he struck at; 
Jhe most fashionable entertainments; regardless of every 
•tte's presence, but His in whose name he spake. 
; ' I shall now show my opinion of his personal character. 
r- While he preaches up faith alone, in our justification 
ftefore God, he is careful to maintain good works. These 
llhings the grace of God teaches us. And how much of 
Ais doctrine has he transcribed into his life! How rich 
fees he been in all good works! What an eminent pat- 
Item of piety towai^ God? How holy and unblameable 
Jb all conversation and godliness! How seasoned, how 
nuch to the use of edifying all his discourses! How n«r 
itorail/ does jbe iam jUiem to religiou\ Ho^ mxi^ \sk ^^ 
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g^tyen to deTOtioD himself, and how much does ha 
to excite it in others! 

It is indisputable with me, that he affects no pm 
religion, nor sets himself at the head of any. He i 
bigotted to the lesser rites and forms of religion, i 
zealous enough in all its essentials. He professes k 
good men of every denomination. His heart seM 
upon doing good. He goes about his great Mai 
work with diligence and application, and with such d 
fulness as would make one in love with a life of reli 
He is proof against reproach and invective. When 
reviled, he reviieth not again; but prays heartily ft 
his -enemies. 

He renders to all their due; while zealous for the tl 
ef God, is a friend to Caesar. And for charity, as it 
-fiists in compassion, and acts of beneficence we hayc 
sien like minded. Had he been under any crimini 
flucnce of a mercenary temper — had he collected m 
for himself in his journies, under the pretext of do: 
for the poor, as he was slanderously reported, he 
certainly a fair opportunity to enrich himself. Be 
have seen, and plain fact cannot be denied, that he 
all into the treasury, and serves the tables of the 
with it. Strolling and vagabond orphans, without fi 
and without mother, without purse and without fr 
he seeks out, picks up, and adopts into his family. ] 
now building accommodations, and laying the best 1 
dation for their support and maintenance. 

I now proceed to give my opinion what views P 
dence may have in raising up men of this stamp. 

And this I desire to do with all humility and modesi 

I pretend to no spirit of prophecy, and can only 
jecturc, and offer the result of observation, reason, 
the usual tendencies of things, corroborated by the | 
promises scattered up and down in our Bibles. 

Now we are none of us ignorant, how far the prim 
spirit of Christianity has sunk into a mere form of g 
ness: irreligion has been rushing in like a flood; the < 
Git and most obvious doctrines of the Bible fallen into 
contempt: the principles and systems of our pious fat 
have been more and more exploded. And now 
seems to have revived the ancient spirit and doctr 
He is raising up of our young men with zeal and oou 
^0 stem the torrent. They have preached with 
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assicTaitj and success, such solemn awe haye they 
k upon their hearers. Such deep convictions have 
sermons produced: so much have thej roused and^ 
ed the zeal of ministers and people: so intrepidly do- 
push through all opposition. It looks as if some- 
Y period were opening.'^ 

such accounts as these, many ministers and people 

excited to desire his assistance in carrying on that 

al of religion, which, some years he fore, was hegun 

ne parts of our land, and were prepared to emhrace 
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